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i) Introduction 

 

Kingston University is one of the most dynamic and highly regarded modern 

universities in the country. Its Arts & Culture Strategy is closely linked to its mission 

and vision statements which include the ambition ‘to realise the creative potential and 

fire the imagination of all its members’. In addition to its core activities in the areas of 

teaching and learning, research and enterprise Kingston University is committed to: 

 

 providing a rich cultural experience for its staff and students;  

 playing an important civic role by engaging with the local community in the 

area of cultural activities; 

 playing a national and international role through the development of high 

quality arts and culture practitioners 

 reflecting the diversity of the University’s student population and of many 

neighbourhoods in the region 

 

 

Aims 

 

Through its Arts & Culture Strategy the University seeks to: 

 

 Continue to grow and develop its arts and cultural activities and facilities at a 

level of international excellence 

 Ensure the maximum impact of the above both on the University community 

as a whole and on the region and beyond 

 Ensure the maximum visibility of its arts and cultural endeavours 

 Provide a cohesive framework for the effective delivery and enhancement of 

existing arts and cultural activities 

 Set out its long-term vision of itself as an arts and cultural hub and some of the 

aims and objectives which, when realised, will help make that vision a reality 

 Emphasise the need for its integration within the University’s other key 

strategic areas which include: 

 

1. The campus development plan 

2. Teaching and learning at all levels 

3. Research, knowledge transfer, enterprise and impact 

4. Strategic partnerships 

5. Civic engagement 

6.  Widening participation 

7. Internationalisation 

Appendix A 
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1. Kingston University’s current arts and cultural activities and facilities include: 

 

 

a) Creative and Performing Arts 

 

 Visual Arts 

 The University offers a programme of art, craft, design, film, video and 

architectural exhibitions in its Stanley Picker Gallery. They reflect the highest 

level of current practice in the visual arts and are accessible to a University, 

local, regional, national and international audience. Seminars and other events 

including programmes for local school children are organised around the 

programme of exhibitions. The Gallery is supported financially by the Stanley 

Picker Trust and has a strong working relationship with it 

 The Stanley Picker Gallery also provides studio space for the Stanley Picker 

Research Fellows who are appointed annually by the University to work in the 

above areas of the visual arts. Their projects culminate in an exhibition in the 

Gallery. It is also used to provide a public profile for KU research projects and 

for showcasing collaborations with external practitioners and partners 

 Dorich House Museum houses a collection of artworks (sculpture, paintings 

and drawings) created by the artist, Dora Gordine; of works (icons, paintings, 

ceramics and furniture) collected by her husband, Richard Hare; and a modest 

University collection of prints made by British artists of the 1950s and 1960s.  

 The School of Fine Art, in the Faculty of Art, Design & Architecture, 

administers an Art Loan Scheme which promotes the use of art in public 

places and workplaces and a commissioning programme working with 

companies such as BP Amoco 

 FADA provides a number of culturally-oriented short courses and one-off 

events for the local community 

 Art, Design, Film and Architecture students show their end-of-course work 

annually to a public audience, both locally and in central London  

 

 Literary Arts 

 The School of Humanities in the Faculty of Arts and Social Science sponsors 

and provides speakers and seminar leaders for the annual Kingston Readers’ 

Festival. It also participates in the Kingston Film Festival 

 The School of Humanities supports writers and artists in residence and 

sponsors an extensive range of extra-curricular activities that are open to the 

public  

 The School of Humanities participates in the local writers’ festival, the 

Kingston poetry competition, the short story competition, and the international 

student festival 

 The Faculty of Arts and Social Science supports the annual Lopategui lecture 

series 

 The School of Humanities collaborates with Historic Royal Palaces on a 

number of projects 

 The School of Humanities displays student work at an end-of-year show that is 

open to the public 
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 FASS provides a number of culturally-oriented short courses for the local 

community 

 

            Theatre 

 The students on the Drama undergraduate course (established in 2001) offer 

an annual programme of theatrical productions which is open to the public. 

They have also taken productions to the Brighton Festival, the Edinburgh 

Fringe Festival and have performed at the Theatre Royal, Haymarket. Students 

on the MFA in Classical Acting and Theatre Practice will also provide an open 

access programme of productions 

 Many of the drama and dance productions held in the Reg Bailey building on 

the University’s Penrhyn Road Campus are open to the public  

 Along with RBK and the Kingston Theatre Trust Kingston University has 

strong links with the Rose Theatre of Kingston.  

 

            Music 

 Collegiate Music is responsible for the programming, management and 

delivery of all musical events by Kingston University ensembles, of which 

there is a great variety - from a symphony orchestra to a gamelan ensemble. 

All events are open to members of the University and of the wider community. 

It is also responsible for an instrumental and vocal tuition scheme which is 

open to all staff and students in the University 

 The University supports a musical ensemble-in-residence scheme 

 The University has a recording studio on its Kingston Hill Campus which is 

used both by the University and the wider community. It is also used as a 

venue for public performances 

 

 

b) Heritage 

 

 The University owns and has restored the interiors of Dorich House, the 

former home of Dora Gordine and Richard Hare, built in 1936. In 2004 it was 

awarded museum status and it has extended its public access. The curator is 

currently involved in acquiring objects relating to the original house interiors 

which were created by Gordine. The museum has acquired AHRC project 

funding to create a catalogue and to enhance its display. The house also 

provides conferencing facilities available for use by the wider community. 

The Gordine/Hare archive, located in the house is available for use by 

researchers. A collaboration between Kingston Museum and the University 

resultedGordine retrospective was exhib 

 The University Library owns a number of specialist library collections and 

archives which are widely available for use by researchers. These include the 

Ivanovic Library, the Iris Murdoch archive, the Sheridan Morley archive and 

the Art and Design special collection 

 Two University research centres located in FASS – the Centre for Local 

History Studies and the Centre for Suburban Studies – play special roles in 

helping to enhance local community identity and a number of collaborative 

initiatives between the University and the wider community have been 

established in these areas 
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 The cultural partnership between Kingston University and the Historic Royal 

Palaces (especially Hampton Court) has an enormous potential for deepening 

the University’s involvement with heritage and cultural tourism in the region 

 

 

 2) Links with Teaching and Research 
 

There is a seamless link between Kingston University’s cultural offerings to its own 

and regional communities and many of its teaching programmes at undergraduate 

level and postgraduate levels and its culturally-oriented research priorities. Many 

course offered by FADA and FASS have a strong outreach agenda which involves 

them with a range of communities outside the University.  

 

A suite of Masters courses focusing on the  Creative Economy also contribute to the 

Arts & Culture Strategy of the University and help to create a cross-Faculty focus in 

this area 

 

The Digital Media suite of courses brings the SEC faculty into the frame.  

 

Research Centres and Groups in Curating, Screen Arts, Drawing Colour Design, 

Sustainable Design and Fashion Design and Research Centres in The Study of the 

Design of the Modern Interior (MIRC), Visual and Material Culture, and Life 

Narratives all engage with local, regional, national and international audiences in a 

variety of ways.  

 

 

 

 

 

3) Cultural Partnerships 

 

The University is involved with a number of fruitful collaborations with regional 

(including central London) arts and cultural institutions. These include the Arts 

Council (regional and national), the British Film Institute, the Design Council, the 

Design Museum, FusionARTS, the Geffrye Museum, Kingston Centre for Creative 

Industries, Kingston Museum, the Rose Theatre, Kingston Readers’ Festival, the 

International Youth Arts Festival, the Poetry Café, the Bush Theatre, the London 

Development Agency, the Museum of London, the Natural History Museum, RBK’s 

cultural division, South London Partnership, NESTA, the Kingston Innovation 

Centre, the Historic Royal Palaces, the Troubadour, STEIM Amsterdam, and the Paris 

Jazz Festival. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 


