Form A2c

Proposal for re-validation of an existing field 

	1.
	Sponsoring Faculty:


	

	2.
	a) Name of School


	

	
	b) Head of School / Key contact for proposal


	

	3.
	a) Collaborative Partner if applicable:

	

	
	c)  Is the field franchised or validated?
	

	
	d)  Is the field a dual or joint award
?
	

	4.
	Current Award(s):
eg. BA Hons, FDSc 
include details of named exit awards 

	

	5.
	Current Title
:

	

	6.
	Current Types:
eg. Full/major/half/minor
	

	7.
	Current combinations for half, major or minor fields:
	

	9.
	Are there any proposed changes to the Mode and Method of delivery
Indicate here the current modes and methods and if any changes are proposed.  For example: 

· Full-time and/or part-time; 

· Distance learning 
· Work-based learning;

· Delivered in the day/evening/weekend 

· Delivered through the Masters by Learning Agreement Framework. 

In the case of distance learning, the percentage of the field that will be delivered by distance learning should be indicated.


	

	10.
	Location of Field:

eg. at Kingston University or at the partner institution
	

	11.
	a) Proposed start date of revalidated field 
month and year 
There should normally be 6 months between the date of proposal and the proposed date of commencement.  
	

	
	b) Length of field eg. 1 or 2 or more years:
	

	
	c) Number of entry points
	

	14.
	Description of proposed significant changes to exisiting field:

	
	Please include the details of the significant changes proposed to the field and any details relating to evidence of demand for the changes
Please include a field structure diagram which indicates existing and new modules, their levels and credits rating.



	15.
	Provide a rationale for whether the proposal meets the criteria for a University or faculty-level validation event



	
	Decisions relating to whether proposals meet the criteria for a University or faculty level validation are made on a case by case basis depending on risk category

High risk proposals could include:

· fields delivered by UK and overseas collaborating partners;

· new qualifications within the University (eg. the first Foundation Degree in a faculty);
·  introduction of a significant amount of new provision, for example 50% or more new modules;

· additions of new modes of delivery to an existing fields such as flexible and distributed learning (FDL); 
· developments which represent a new subject at a new level of study;



	12a
	Will any exemptions be required from the University regulations as a result of the significant changes? 

	If yes please include full details


	12b
	Will there be any changes to whether the field will be assessed or delivered in a foreign language?  


	If yes please include full details


	13.
	Will there be any implications to Professional and Statutory Body accreditation as a result of the significant changes:


	If yes please include full details


	17.
	If the field is taught jointly between two or more faculties will there be any changes to the approximate share of teaching between the faculties or to the managing faculty?

	

	18.
	If the field is taught with any collaborative partner will there be any changes to the approximate share of the teaching?



	

	19.
	If the field is a Masters Award by Learning Agreement, with a collaborative partner will there be any changes to :


	19a)
	Partner summative assessment?
	

	19b)
	The Partner’s carrying out supervision, and the extent of this supervision?


	

	19c)
	The Partner’s involvement in designing the learning agreement, in terms of assessment and/or learning outcomes?
	

	19d)
	Whether the Partner provides training inputs and: 

a) If these essential for the completion of the course?

b) What extent of credit do they support?


	

	20a)
	How does the proposal align with the University’s strategic plan?

	The University’s strategy is to increase the proportion of staff research input to the curriculum and for all PGT courses to be informed by staff research. Please indicate the extent to which the proposal is informed by staff research


	20b)
	How does the proposal align with the Faculty’s strategic plan?



	

	20c)
	Is the proposal mentioned in the most recent Faculty plan?

	

	20d)
	What is the relationship to other faculty plans, institutional partners?



	

	22.
	Identify any risk associated with the proposal eg. impact on recruitment to existing fields within the University and its partners, competitors, market conditions and impact on operational activities.

	Please indicate any steps taken to address risks identified


	24.
	Resources

	24a)
	The Faculty should contact the Central Finance Department to confirm the level of financial analysis required for this proposal.  A response should be provided below

	You will need to confirm that the programme is covering its costs and is therefore financially viable.  In most cases an A2a will be required to verify this.  Please contact the Cetnral Finance department who will discuss the requirement for this further. 

	24f)
	Will there be any additional resource requirements as a result of the proposal significant changes for example:
Additional major capital equipment needs

Additional Library resources

Addtiional ICT resources 

Additionla Student Accommodation resources 

If yes, have these been discussed with the relevant department?

	In each case, please provide details of any discussions.


	26. SIGNATURES

	Signature of Dean of sponsoring Faculty:

Signature of Dean(s) of contributing Faculty(ies):
	

	Signature/comment  Divisional Financial Analyst (Linda Jervis/Caroline Harries):
	

	Signature/comment Head Of Learning & Research Support (Sandy Leitch):
	

	Signature/comment Head of International Development  - overseas collaborations only (Heather Forland):
	

	Copy to Head of Planning (John Roberts) for information



� The majority of all collaborative programmes are unlikely to include dual or joint awards.  Dual or joint awards have additional regulatory requirements (see Awards of the University).  Dual and joint awards refer to programmes where either two separate awards are given by each awarding body or where the certificate is issued jointly.


� The following protocols for titles should be followed: ‘and’ is only used as a conjunction when used exclusively within titles that join two half fields together ie. French and Drama; ‘&’ should be used in all other cases ie. Media & Cultural Studies


� The University defines distance learning as provision which generally does not require the student to attend particular classes or events at particular times and particular locations.  This would not normally include off-site learning such as placement learning or work-based learning as both of these assume student attendance at specified activities at specified times.  Fields may include elements of self-directed learning (eg: via StudentSpace or independent study) but these would only constitute FDL if all or most of the learning took place in this way.
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