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Mission Statement:

To offer care and confidential guidance to all students and staff; to meet, where possible, the diverse faith needs of
members of the University; to encourage discussion about Christian faith and to promote inter-faith dialogue.

Highlights of the Year

For the University Chaplaincy this has been a year of transition and change:

Big Roast —
New Welcome for Students welcome event
In partnership with Churches Together we were able to greatly strengthen our
welcome programme inviting new students to the “Biggest Roast Ever” at a town
centre church. This helped a number of new students find friends and link with local
churches.

New Spirituality and Faith Centre
A major target for the year was to move the Chaplaincy base to the Penrhyn Road Building work
campus developing new and far more flexible rooms for spirituality and prayer. The in progress
- project took the whole of the academic year to implement, and
the rooms were taken over at the very beginning of Sept. 08 —
just outside the period of this report. It would not have been
possible to complete this project without both considerable
support within the University and the help and advice of local
New “Quiet Room” | fajth communities for which we are very grateful.

Renewed Links with Local Faith Communities

We continue to be very grateful for the support we receive from all the local faith communities, especially through
Churches Together and the Kingston Inter Faith Forum whose advice is invaluable. During the year the University
accepted proposals to transform the present Chaplaincy Management Committee into a more representative and

diverse Advisory Group on Faith and Religion. These proposals will begin to come into effect in autumn 2008.

Supporting Diversity in the University Jewish Society —

' Student religious groups continued to be strong in the University Hanukkah Celebration
with a total of ten faith based societies registered with the
Kingston University Students’ Union during the year. These societies are of
course independent and student led, the chaplaincy seeks to support their work
and provide a link between them, the wider University and the local faith

Hindu Society

communities. There was an increase in the number and variety of religious
celebrations taking place within the University itself. Buddhism is the only one of the historic world
faiths which does not have an organised group within the university and a seminar introducing its
teaching was arranged with a Buddhist member of staff.

Meeting Kingston Students

An International University on exchange in Michigan

The University is international not just through the presence of overseas
students, but also through its connections and values. In April the chaplain was able to
spend two weeks on an exchange visit to Grand Valley State University, Michigan - one of our
partners in the USA . The visit created a link with the Campus Ministry Team there and
proved an invaluable learning experience greatly increasing understanding of international
and exchange students’ experience.




Personal and Pastoral Support

The chaplaincy continues to give personal support on an individual and confidential basis to both students and staff.
This can vary from providing a friendly welcome to those who simply want to find someone with the time to listen,
through to supporting departments or schools in times of loss or spending time exploring spirituality and faith more
deeply. Much of the work is very informal, though some students and staff meet the chaplain over a series of sessions.
The nature of student life is transitory and the Chaplaincy tries to be a well which can be visited for refreshment,
rather than an enfolding community.

Appendix 1: Activities and Events

e Big Roast — welcome event with local churches

e Sacred Spaces — exhibition on loan from Victoria and Albert Museum

e Sacred Books — inter faith panel discussion

e  What is Buddhism? — seminar introducing Buddhist teaching

e  Chaplaincy Lecture: Is Truth Trivial? Rt. Rev. Richard Cheetham Bishop of Kingston
e  Mince Pie Monday — mince pie give away and Christmas promotion

e Carol Services — Penrhyn Road and Kingston Hill

e Free Pancake Tuesday — Pancake give away and information for Lent and Easter
e There’s No Such Thing as a Free Lunch — lunchtime discussion groups

e  Prayer and Meditation — monthly

e Mind and Spirit — 5 Lent Lunchtime talks in partnership with All Saints’ Church

e Gospel Concert with Vox

e  Weekly Drop in Sessions on different campuses.

Appendix 2: Structure and Funding

What is the University Chaplaincy?

The Chaplaincy is a small department in the University which supports the religious and spiritual needs of students and
staff and builds links between the University and the local faith communities. Although the Chaplaincy is a service to
everyone in the University it is paid for in part by the Christian churches, and its main staff member is a Christian minister.

Who Works for the University Chaplaincy?

Staff Employed by the University:
Rev’d Stan Brown Ecumenical Chaplain (whole time)
Rose Dallison Chaplaincy Administrator (part time)

Who Pays for the University Chaplaincy?
The chaplaincy is funded by the University and a group of Churches:

Kingston University The Diocese of Southwark (Church of England)
The Methodist Church The United Reform Church
Kingston Methodist Circuit

Community Partners

The Chaplaincy is a member of Churches Together in Kingston and the Kingston Inter Faith Forum

Appendix 3: Contacts Chaplaincy Office & Spirituality and Faith Centre

. . Town House
chaplaincy@kingston.ac.uk Kingston University Penrhyn Road
www.kingston.ac.uk/chaplaincy Kingston upon Thames

020 8417 2940 KT1 2EE
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