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Mission Statement:
To offer care and confidential guidance to all students and staff; to meet, where possible, the diverse faith needs of
members of the University; to encourage discussion about Christian faith and to promote inter-faith dialogue.

Highlights of the Year

The University moved into a new centre, created a University Advisory Group for Faith and Religion and developed
new prayer space at the Kingston Hill Campus:

Welcome for Students
We joined with the local Churches Together group in inviting new students to the “The Big Curry” at a town centre
church. This helped a number of new students find friends and link with local churches.

New Facilities

Spirituality and Faith Centre Penrhyn Road

The new Centre in Town House at Penrhyn Road opened at the beginning of Sept. 08. The Centre would not have
been possible without the support from University management, the local faith communities, the hard work of the
University’s Property Management and Development Department, and above all the ongoing support of the student
faith societies and the Students’ Union. Our thanks to them all.

The Centre consists of 4 areas:

e  Prayer Room — a simple open carpeted area with a moveable dividing screen and a “no shoes” policy.
e Quiet Room — a slightly smaller but flexibly furnished room used by all traditions

e  Religious Wash Rooms - male and female wash rooms with specialist wudu facilities

e  Chaplaincy Office — support and resources

As well as use by the student faith societies, the Centre has hosted displays, performance, regular inter-faith
dialogue, chaplaincy led activities and provided a space for individuals to develop their own spirituality. Being near to
the town centre has helped the chaplaincy to welcome and meet local faith leaders more regularly.

Prayer Rooms — Kingston Hill
Working with students on the Kingston Hill campus new prayer rooms have been created during Summer 2009 to be
fully opened in time for the new academic year.

Advisory Group on Faith and Religion

The new University Advisory Group on Faith and Religion has now begun meeting. The group is made up of Student
Representatives, Faith Advisers from the main traditions represented in the University, Staff Representatives, and
Members of the Chaplaincy Funding Group. Although still very new the group has already proved effective in providing
advice to the University.




Supporting Diversity in the University

As ever, the student faith societies have been strong and active this year. We recognise, however, that organised faith
groups are only one part of the religious and spiritual life of the University community and many students and staff
choose not to express their spirituality through organised groups. The Spirituality and Faith Centre has enabled us to
provide not just a space for individuals but also to offer more chaplaincy led activities to support this variety of needs.

Personal and Pastoral Support

The chaplaincy provides personal support on an individual and confidential basis to both students and staff. The
change of base from one campus to another this year has enabled new relationships and contacts to emerge and
develop. Some of the pastoral concerns to which the University Chaplain has responded during the year include:
bereavement, difficulty of transition into university and on from university, hurt caused by religious insensitivity,
relationships, culture shock, self confidence and sexuality. Unsurprisingly the pastoral concerns raised are frequently
interwoven with common student life issues such as finance, accommodation, visas and study. The chaplaincy policy is
always to counsel that the specialist advice available elsewhere in the University should be accessed alongside
chaplaincy support.

Appendix 1 —Some Events and Activities Appendix 2 — About the Chaplaincy
e Big Curry — welcome event with local churches What is the University Chaplaincy?
e Chaplaincy Lecture: Religion and Climate Change Prof. lan
James The Chaplaincy is a small department in the University
e Chaplaincy Lecture:/ 2 YYdzy A OF Ay 3 CI Al which supports the religious and spiritual needs of
Andy Frost students and staff and builds links between the

University and the local faith communities. Although the
Chaplaincy is a service to everyone in the University it is
paid for in part by the Christian churches, and its main
staff member is a Christian minister

e Inter Faith Dialogue Group (monthly)

e Poppy day — Act of Remembrance

* 300" Anniversary of Sikh Scripture, exhibition and talk

e Remembering Mumbai — remembrance and hope following
the Mumbai attacks

e Mince Pie Monday — mince pie give away and Christmas
promotion

e Carol Services — Penrhyn Road and Kingston Hill

e Stand Up To Hatred Holocaust Memorial Day event

o Free Pancake Tuesday — Pancake give away and information
for Lent and Easter

Who Works for the University Chaplaincy?

Staff Employed by the University:

Rev’d Stan Brown:Ecumenical Chaplain (whole time)
Rose Dallison: Chaplaincy Administrator (part time)

Who Pays for the University Chaplaincy?

* Parables and Proverbs — Bible Study Series The chaplaincy is funded by the University and a group of
e Life and Spirit — 5 Lent Lunchtime talks in partnership with Churches:
All Saints” Church
e Gospel Concert with Speak to Nations Student Gospel Choir Kingston University
e Prayer Labyrinth The Diocese of Southwark (Church of England)
e Weekly Drop in Sessions on different campuses. The Methodist Church

The United Reform Church

Kingston Methodist Circuit

Contact

Chaplaincy Office & Spirituality and Faith Centre Community Partners

Town House

Kingston University Penrhyn Road Many local faith communities give active support to

Kingston upon Thames students and staff at the University. The Chaplaincy

KT1 2EE seeks to work in partnership with them as a member of

chaplaincy@kingston.ac.uk the Kingston Interfaith Forum and of Churches

www.kingston.ac.uk/chaplaincy Together in Kingston. We also work closely with the

020 8417 2940 student religious groups and Kingston University
Students Union.
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