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Kingston University Enterprise Voucher Scheme  
Guidance notes 

 
Purpose 
 
The Kingston University (KU) Enterprise Voucher Scheme is primarily aimed at supporting smaller project 
collaborations between small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) and the University.  We hope that 
the initiative will stimulate new SME - University collaboration and provide opportunities for fostering 

longer term partnerships.  
 
Overview 
 
The Voucher Scheme awards virtual ‘vouchers’ to external partner organisations, to be used on a 
particular project towards the cost of the following KU Enterprise activities: 
 

 Consultancy 

 Contract research 

 University research and educational equipment and facilities hire  

 Continuing professional development (bespoke closed courses only) 
 
External partner organisations eligible for vouchers include businesses, public and third sector 
organisations. No limits are imposed on number of employees, or length of time trading; however, due 
diligence will be carried out on all successful applicants.  
 
Applications may be made for vouchers up to £10,000 inclusive of VAT.  
 
Benefits to partner organisations 
 

 Access to key expertise and knowledge held at the University  

 Improvements to business processes, services or products potentially leading to increased income 

 Significantly discounted rates offering much greater return on investment 

 Development of relationship with the University for future collaboration, including potential access 
to new funding streams 

 Rapid turnaround to ensure that a project can start with minimal delay 
 
Assessment Criteria 
 
Main criteria 
 

 A credible plan for future engagement and Enterprise income generation beyond the life of the 
project must be outlined with clear commitments from the partner organisation. Estimated value 
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and likelihood of future income from this source are the most important criteria for deciding to 
award a voucher 

 A maximum of 40% of the total project cost may be applied for, although a larger partner 
contribution will be viewed favourably in terms of the value for money it offers for the University 
investment 

 Priority will be given to those applications received from SMEs and organisations which have not 
previously worked with the University.  

 
Conditions 
 

 The voucher scheme does not cover capital expenditure 

 In response to the Bribery Act 2010 and for transparency purposes, applications must declare any 
potential conflict of interest. Declaration of potential conflict of interest does not necessarily 
preclude an award being made, but enables management of the situation in accordance with KU 
policy. 

 
Application Process 
 
Applications must be made by the partner organisation and must involve a named member of KU staff. 
Please contact us to identify the relevant Business Development Manager who will provide guidance 
and submit the competed application form to the assessment panel. 
 
This scheme is intended to provide a rapid response to a business need, enabling projects to start as 
soon as possible whilst enthusiasm and momentum are high. 
 
Voucher redemption 
 
The external partner organisation will pay the full cost of the project to the University, as per an agreed 
invoicing schedule. Upon receipt of this payment the client will invoice the University for the value of 
the voucher. VAT will be applied to invoices where relevant. 
 
For further information and to be put in touch with your relevant Business Development Manager, 
please contact enterprise@kingston.ac.uk or call 020 8417 3045. 
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