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Active Minds 
 

The challenge 

Ben was originally inspired to create a specially-designed 

activity puzzle after his granddad was diagnosed with 

Alzheimer’s disease.  

 

Kingston helped Ben to develop his puzzle project right from the 

start, beginning with support from Professor Hilary Dalke in the 

Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture (FADA), who specialises 

in inclusive design for dementia care. Ben furthered developed 

his entrepreneurial skills through the Bright Ideas competition 

and Bright Futures programme. He then went on to secure 

£5,000 funding, mentoring and support from the University’s 

Enterprising Graduate Awards scheme, which enabled him to 

officially launch his company.   

 

Due to the success of his business, Ben found himself with little 

time to develop new products or his website, both essential to 

meet growing demand from clients and to grow his business. In 

addition, he lacked knowledge of 3D modelling, which was 

necessary for the creation of prototypes.  

 

 

The solution 

Ben took up an Innovation Voucher from Kingston, which 

allowed him to ‘purchase’ services from the University. His 

project involved two Kingston first class degree graphic design 

graduates, Charlie Crook and Owen Evans, supported by FADA 

academic, Alessio Corso, who brought specific expertise in the 

impact of colour and texture on people with dementia. 

 

The outcome 

As a result, the company’s ‘Aquapaint’ reusable water painting 

activities have been expanded with three new sets of images 

developed by Charlie.  

 

Charlie also developed a series of more difficult jigsaws, plus 

helped to set up the system for producing the new initiative of 

personalised puzzles. Owen designed the packaging, as well as 

creating and updating the new-look website www.active-

minds.co.uk   

 

Active Minds has partnered with Vitalyz, an organisation 

specialising in seated physical activity to produce a range of 

exercise balls for people living in long-term care. Alessio 

assisted with development of the project which enabled 

materials to be sourced and 3D models to be created. 

 

Since its launch, the Active Minds has gone from strength to 

strength. In 2010, the company won £50,000 funding in ‘The 

Pitch’, the UK’s premiere small business competition, and 

claimed the title of Britain’s Best New Business. With respected 

clients such as BUPA, Age UK and the NHS, Ben’s expanded 

product range has put the business firmly on the road to further 

success.  

 

‘Kingston University’s support has been an 
invaluable part of Active Minds’ success. 
Without this vital resource, the company 
wouldn't be where it is today. ’  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Ben Atkinson-Willes is a product and furniture design 

graduate from Kingston University.  His innovative 

company, Active Minds, offers a range of award 

winning activity products specifically developed for 

people living with dementia and Alzheimer’s disease. 

 

 

http://www.active-minds.co.uk/
http://www.active-minds.co.uk/


 

Entrepreneurship at Kingston University 

 
Nurturing entrepreneurship among students is vital in a struggling economy with rising graduate unemployment. Kingston 

University has a wide range of activities and events designed to support students and graduates interested in entrepreneurship or 

self-employment and our Entrepreneurs Society is the second largest student society at the University with more than 1,000 

members.  

 

Once a venture is up and running, Kingston’s Enterprise Support team is dedicated to helping organisations to develop through 

linking the University’s academic expertise and research with the business’ strategic objectives.   

 

To read more success stories visit: 

www.kingston.ac.uk/services-for-business 
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