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Muybridge in Kingston 
Knowledge Catalyst project 

The challenge 
 
Despite being of vital importance to the academic and creative 
sector, Kingston Museum’s world-class archive of Muybridge’s 
work was not as well known as collections in the US, despite 
the fact that it held many number of unique pieces. This was 
partly due to a lack of specialist research expertise and 
technological infrastructure to promote to a wider audience. 
 
However, by late 2010, Muybridge’s work was reaching out to 
thousands of people, through special events in Kingston and a 
high profile exhibition at the Tate Britain. This celebration of 
Muybridge has been ignited by a ‘Knowledge Catalyst’ project 
between Kingston Museum and Kingston University, funded by 
the Arts and Humanities Research Council. 
 

The solution 
The objective of the six-month project was to develop a web 
portal, underpinned by extensive research, to link Kingston 
Museum's extensive Muybridge Collection to international 
centres and resources of Muybridge's work.  
 
The team was led by Professor Fran Lloyd of the Faculty of Art, 
Design and Architecture and Peta Cook of Kingston Museum, 
supported by the Knowledge Transfer Office at the University.  
Alexandra Reynolds, an art history graduate, was recruited to 
coordinate the project, which also included organising a major 
symposium at the British Film Institute.  
 
 The outcomes 
 
The successful portal has brought together over 120 resources 
across the world and has positioned Kingston Museum at the 
forefront of knowledge and research into Muybridge’s work. The 
Tate event has also created a vastly increased public profile for 
both the Museum and the University.  
 
The project has acted as a starting point for ongoing 
collaboration, enabling further funding, including £46k from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund to support ‘Muybridge in Kingston,’ an 
exhibition of rare material not featured in the Tate Britain show; 
and £45k from the Leverhume Trust for a project led by 
Professor Stephen Barber at Kingston University, to digitise 
Muybridge’s personal scrapbook. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eadweard Muybridge (1830-1904) is one of the most 
influential photographers of all time. His iconic   
images of animals and humans in motion have led him to be 
widely regarded as the forefather of moving image. 
 
Muybridge was born and spent his final years in Kingston. He 
bequeathed his entire personal archive to the Kingston 
Museum, which now houses the largest and most significant 
collection of the photographer’s creative output 

Further projects have been identified by both partners, with 
a long term goal to digitise and make the entire collection 
available online.  
www.eadweardmuybridge.co.uk  
www.muybridgeinkingston.com 
 
 

‘The web portal is now an impressive Museum 
product which we are proud to direct researchers 
to. Our staff have gained valuable experience, 
developed advanced research skills and developed 
new knowledge and thinking.’ Peta Cook, Curator, 
Kingston Museum. 
 
 

‘I developed my research skills and gained experience 
of communicating with people all over the world. The 
scheme led directly to my being employed by the 
Museum and am now undertaking a PhD at Kingston 
University.’ Alex Reynolds, Knowledge Catalyst graduate. 
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