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English Literature at Kingston is focused upon the study of writing in 
diverse forms and contexts. The module range facilitates the study of the 
genres of fiction, drama and poetry and examines literature within the 
social, cultural, critical and political contexts in which it was written. 
 
There is coverage of literature from all the main historical periods: 
medieval, Renaissance, the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and 
contemporary fiction. 

 
Introductory (level 4) modules cover a wide range of literary texts and 
builds upon skills in close reading, argumentative and analytical essay 

writing and conceptual frameworks.  
 
Intermediate (level 5) modules are more specific  and focus upon specific  periods of  literature.  
 
Advanced (level 6) modules reflect faculty research interests, and vary annually, but currently 
include topics such as Bruce Springsteen and Jane Austen. 

 
Updated April  2016/PJW 

Entry requirements: 
 

 GPA of 2.75 or above (out of 4.0) or equivalent. 

Pre-requisites:  
 Previous academic study of English literature is essential for 

entry onto any EL modules. 

 
 Level 5 and 6 modules are progressively more advanced and 

will require more substantial previous literary study, which is 
indicated in each module description. 

 

Taught at:  Penrhyn Road campus. 
 

 
 

KEY TO MODULE DESCRIPTORS 

 
SUITABILITY OF MODULE FOR STUDENTS VISITING KU ON STUDY OPTION    

1 Indicates module is suitable for students visiting KU on Study Option 1 (Whole Year) 
2 Indicates module is suitable for students visiting KU on Study Option 2  (Autumn) 
3 Indicates module is suitable for students visiting KU on Study Option 3  (Spring/Summer) 
 

Notes: 
1.   Students enrolled on Study Option 1 are required to study the entire module. 

 
2.  Whilst the University makes every effort to ensure that this information is correct at the time of updating 
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(April 2016), it cannot accept responsibility for omissions or subsequent changes. Module availability 
and content may be subject to change, as part of the University’s policy of continuous improvement 
and development. 

 
 

3.   Details of assessment for students enrolled on either Study Option 2 or 3 where provided are 

indicative only and may also be subject to change as part of the above policy. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

MODULE 
CODE 

TITLE SUITABILITY 
KEY 

LEVEL 4 (INTRODUCTORY) 

EL4001 Debates in Literature 1, 2, 3 

EL4003 Great Books? 1, 2, 3 

EL4004 Reading and Interpretation 1, 2, 3 

EL4005 Popular Fiction 
 
 
 

1, 2, 3 

LEVEL 5 (INTERMEDIATE) 

EL5002 Locating Literature/Speaking Subjects 1, 2, 3 

EL5003 Late Medieval to Early Modern Literature 1, 2, 3 

EL5004 Eighteenth Century Literature and Romanticism 1, 2, 3 

EL5005 Victorian to Modernist Literature 1, 2, 3 

EL5006 Twentieth to Twenty-First Century Literature 1, 2, 3 

LEVEL 6 (ADVANCED) 

EL6002 English Literature: Global Literatures 1 

EL6004 Special Study: Shakespeare and Renaissance 
Drama 

1, 2 

EL6005 Special Study: Jane Austen 1, 2 

EL6015 Special Study: Bruce Springsteen and 
Contemporary American Culture 

 

1, 2 

EL6021 Special Study: Music and Theory 1, 2 
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LEVEL 4 (INTRODUCTORY) 
 

 

 

Module Code: EL4001 

Module Title: Debates in Literatures 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 4 

Prerequisites: Previous academic study of English literature. 
 

 
 
 
 

Suitability 

 Suitable for Study Abroad/International Exchange students enrolled at KU for 
Study Options 1 or 2 or 3 

Not  open to Erasmus students, as level 4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Module Content: 

This  module  considers  the  critical  and  theoretical  debates  that  inform  the  study  of 
literature. Engaging with a range of texts in literary theory, philosophy, and the history of 
ideas, students are encouraged to engage critically with secondary sources to enhance 
close readings of literary texts. The module will develop students’ ability to write 
persuasive, argumentative essays, informed by the work of different critical thinkers and 
to articulate clear, critical and theoretical ideas. Furthermore, the module will encourage 
students' to negotiate different approaches to literary texts and engage in active critical 
debates. 

 

 

AUTUMN SEMESTER: 
 

 

Students  will  be  introduced  to  a  selection  of  critical  texts  through  the  interactive 
lectures; these texts will be applied to a single literary text, such as Stevenson’s The 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and Othello. This work will be supported by small- 
group teaching which will help to explore concepts and critics in more detail. 

 

 

 Literature, Theory, Critical Practice 

 Class and Ideology 

 Psychoanalysis, Self and Dreams 

 The Uncanny 

 Self, Subject, Double 

 Form and Structure 

 Intertextuality and Genre 

 Texts in Time 

 Patriarchy and Gender 
 Sexuality and Queer Theory 

 Race 

 Material Cultures 
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SPRING SEMESTER: 
 

 Other, Thing and Abjection 

 New Material Cultures 

 Postmodernism 1: Intertextuality, Play and Post-structuralism 

 Postmodernism 2: Narrative, Consumption and the Politics of Reading 

 Group Presentations 

 

Teaching: 
Lectures/workshops 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: a Portfolio which is comprised of several different elements including a 
series of formative exercises, such as: 

 

 

 Short weekly seminar response sheets (10%) 

 Group presentation at the end of semester 1 which will be written up for 
submission (30%) 

 Assessment of each other’s work in the group work (10%) 

 Essay (50%) 

STUDY OPTION 2:  1500 word essay, 5 post cards 
  

STUDY OPTION 3: portfolio (some elements as those for Study Option 1). 

  Last updated: 29/04/16 PJW 
 

Study Option 1 = Whole Year   Return to TOP 
Study Option 2 = Autumn 
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code:  EL4003   

Module Title: Great Books?   

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)  

Level: 4    
 

Prerequisites: 
Previous academic study of English literature; needs to be taken in conjunction with 
EL4004 

 

 
 

Suitability 



S
u

i
t
a

b
l
e
 

f
o
r

Suitable for Study Abroad/International Exchange students 
enrolled at KU for Study Options 1, 2 or 3. 
Not open to Erasmus students as level 4. 
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Module Content: 

This module introduces you to a range of canonical and non-canonical texts from ancient to 
modern literature. In doing so, the module will provide a comprehensive overview of the 
development and history of 'English' Literature while also discussing the concept of canonicity 
and how we might challenge traditional views of the canon. We will be consider the reasons why 
a particular book should be studied, before embarking on a series of chronological lectures that 
will introduce you to a different key text each week. Each text will be chosen in order to highlight 
a particular moment or movement in literary history and will reflect the various research 
interests of the staff.  
 
Therefore, throughout the module, lectures will engage in close readings and examine a range of 
key literary themes, terms, concepts and contexts in order to give you a comprehensive 
overview of English literary studies.  
 
Autumn Semester: 

 Introduction 

 ‘Greatness thrust upon them’: Critical overview of Canonicity: Bloom, Showalter, Eliot, 
Eagleton 

 Sophocles, Oedipus the King 

 Beowulf 

 Geoffrey Chaucer, The Wife of Bath's Prologue and Tale 

 Extracts from The Book of Margery Kempe 

 William Shakespeare, Hamlet  

 Edmund Spenser, The Faerie Queene, Letter to Raleigh and Extracts from Book 1 and II  

 John Milton, Paradise Lost, Books I and IV 

 Romantic Poetry: “Tintern Abbey” and “Ode to a Nightingale” 

 Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice 
 

Spring Semester:  
 Mary Shelley, Frankenstein 

 Charlotte Bronte, Wuthering Heights 

 Henry James, Daisy Miller 

 Mark Twain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

 Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness 

 Virginia Woolf, To The Lighthouse 

 George Orwell, 1984 

 Iris Murdoch, The Bell 

 Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart 

 Consolidation and Review 

 
 

Teaching: 
one-hour lectures and two-hour seminars   
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Assessment:  

STUDY OPTION 1: portfolio (100%): 
 

 Reading log (20%) 

 Take-home exam (40%) 
   Essay (40%) 
 

STUDY OPTION 2 or 3: 
Portfolio (some elements as those for Study Option 1). 
Option 1).  

  

 Last updated:   29/04/16 PJW 

 

Study Option 1 = Whole Year 
Study Option 2 = Autumn 

Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 

 
Return to TOP 

 
Module Code: EL4004 

Module Title: Reading and Interpretation 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 4  

Prerequisites:  Previous academic study of English literature; 

 needs to be taken along with EL4003 

 

Suitability 
  Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Options  1 or  2 or 3 

 Not open to Erasmus students, as level 4. 
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Module Content: 

This introductory module develops skills of close reading and textual analysis. Taking a 
broad range of examples from prose, poetry, and drama, the module will explore aspects 
of form, genre, and convention and provide a solid foundation for subsequent work on 
the degree. Students will be asked questions such as what is literature and why is it 
worthy of our study? What are the distinctive characteristics of narrative forms, for 
example the realist novel, children’s literature, or science fiction? In poetry, what are the 
formal requirements of a sonnet, pastoral, or epic; or of tragedy, comedy, and realism in 
drama? To what extent are these categories useful ways of reading and thinking about 
literature and who decides anyway? 

 

There are four main strands: 
 
 

Strand 1: Genre. What characterises the main genres of literature? Why is a novel 
different from a romance, a poem different from a play, or a biography different from 
short story? 

 
 

Strand 2: Form. What are the detailed formal characteristics of literary genres? How are 
poems divided into subgenres such as epic, ballad, and lyric? What are cantos, stanzas, 
and verses? How do poets use rhythm and meter? How are plays structured into acts and 
scenes? What are the formal requirements of the novel? 

 

Strand 3: Language. What is the difference between literal and figurative language? What 
do we understand by metaphor, metonymy, and symbolism? How can we analyse tone, 
context,  and  register?  How  do  we  interpret  writing  that  is  nuanced,  ambiguous,  or 
ironic? 

 

Strand 4: Close Reading. How do we communicate our advanced reading of texts to 
others? How is a close reading of a text structured and presented? What is an appropriate 
critical vocabulary? How do we give an oral presentation? How do we present close 
readings in electronic media? 

 

 Autumn semester focuses on poetry and drama 

 Spring Semester focuses on fiction. 

  

Teaching: 
Two-hour interactive lecture and two-hour seminar weekly. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: portfolio (100%): 
 

 Close reading of 1000 words (40%) 

 Essay plan (10%) 

 1500 word essay (50%) 

STUDY OPTION 2: Close reading of 1000 words 

STUDY OPTION 3:  

 Essay plan  
 1500 word essay  

  Last updated: 29/04/16 PJW 
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Module Code: EL4005 

Module Title: Popular Fiction 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 4  

Prerequisites: Previous academic study of English literature; 
 

 
 

Suitability 

  Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 or 2 or 3 
 Not open to Erasmus students, as level 4. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Module Content: 

This module introduces students to popular genres of fiction writing. Students study 
three different genres over the year: adventure fiction, romance and children’s 
literature.  
 
As well as exposing students to the diversity of popular writing   from   different   periods,   
the   module   explores   the   emergence   of   distinct readerships and interrogates the 
very concept of the popular and the different ways genre has been theorised. 
Students will also engage with a variety of critical approaches to the study of popular 
writing, from psychoanalysis to ethnography. 

 

 

The first lectures introduce students to the concepts of genre and the popular, and they 
relate to both developments in literacy and notions of literariness. Then there will be 
four five-week blocks on particular genres of popular fiction, which may include: 

 
Autumn Semester:  

 Popular Fiction 

 Genres and Readers: Edgar Allan Poe, Arthur Conan Doyle, Raymond Chandler 

 Strand 1: Adventure Fiction-  
o Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe, 
o Johann David Wyss, Swiss Family Robinson 
o Jules Verne, Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea 
o H. Rider Haggard, King Solomon’s Mines 
o John Buchan, The Thirty Nine Steps 

 Strand 2: Romance 
o Gustave Flaubert, Madame Bovary 
o Daphne du Maurier, Rebecca 

 
Spring Semester: 

 Strand 2: Romance 
o Patricia Highsmith, Carol 
o Stephanie Meyer, Twilight 
o Mills and Boon 

 Strand 3: Children’s Literature 
o Introduction to the study of Children’s Literature and Frances Hodgson 

Burnett, The Secret Garden 
o Michelle Magorian, Goodnight Mister Tom 
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o Mildred D. Taylor, Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
o Neil Gaiman, The Graveyard Book 
o William Nicholson, Rich and Mad 

Teaching: Weekly two-hour interactive lecture and a one-hour seminar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 

 

STUDY OPTION 1: Portfolio (100%): 
 

 

1) Three reading logs made up of entries on every text studied on each strand.  

2) 2 x 1,500-word essays.  

STUDY OPTION 2:  Essay (100%), 7 reading logs (extra credit) 
 

STUDY OPTION 3: 2 x 1,500-word essays. 

  Last updated: 29/4/16 PJW 
 

Study Option 1 = Whole Year 
Study Option 2 = Autumn 
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 

 
Return to TOP 

 

 

LEVEL 5 (INTERMEDIATE) 
 

Module Code: EL5002 

Module Title: Locating Literature/Speaking Subjects 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of introductory level English literature study 
 
 

Suitability 

 Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 or or 3.  
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Module Content: 

From Renaissance London to 21stcentury Glasgow, location is a fundamental 
element in the creation and meaning of any literary work. And from Brontë’s Jane 
Eyre to Joyce’s Leopold Bloom, characters’ voices and actions create and reflect the 
fictional worlds where they reside.  
 
In four six-week units (two in the autumn semester and two in the spring semester)  
this module studies these two foundational components of English literature in 
works dating from the early modern to the contemporary periods. The module 
seeks to raise your awareness of the interactions of location (or setting) and 
subjects (or characters) within literary works, and also to explore the ways in which 
readers and writers locate themselves in the fictional landscape of texts and in the 
world beyond. The module will consider how written works shape readers’ 
perceptions of their own location and, conversely, how the time and place of 
writing determine, limit, or enable the landscapes created within literary texts. The 
module will also focus on the centrality of language to subjects’ self-expression 
within literary works and in the acts of reading and writing. You will be encouraged 
to consider your own relationships to written self-expression in the university and 
in the cultural and social spaces that you occupy in everyday life. 
 
 
Autumn Semester content: 

 Unit 1: Modern Literary Glasgow: Antiheroes in Dystopia 
 

Featured novels: Alasdair Gray, 1982, Janine (1984)  
Louise Welsh, The Cutting Room (2003) 
 

 Politics of language 

 The rise and fall of industries 

 Crime and subcultures 

 Gender and pornography 

 Melancholic masculinities 
 

 Unit 2: Home and Away 

 Men in Bed 

 Women in the Fields 

 Women at Home 

 Men and Women Abroad in the World 1 

 Men and Women Abroad in the World 2 

 Men and Women Abroad in the World 3 
 

Spring Semester content: 
 

 UNIT 3: Victorian Spaces: Home and Abroad 
 

 The Victorian Metropolis: Voices from the Margins 

 Female Subjectivity and Domestic Space 

 Female Subjectivity and Colonial Space 
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 UNIT 3 continued 

 
 Extraordinary Women 
 Imperial Mascluinities 

 
 Unit 4: Displacements 

 Manifesto! Futurism across Europe 
 Fractured London 
 The Irish literary consciousness from 20th to 21st century 
 Technoscience and the female voice 
 Nomads and rhizomes 
 Diaspora: voices across borders 

 

Teaching: 
Interactive two-hour lectures weekly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 

 

STUDY OPTION 1: 
 

 

A portfolio of coursework comprised of: 
1)   A take-home exam of approximately 1,000 words (30%) 
2)   Six brief (150 words) responses to questions on individual texts, available on 
StudySpace. 
3) One 2,500-word Critical Essay (50%) 

STUDY OPTION 2: portfolio (some elements as those for Study Option 1). 

STUDY OPTION 3: portfolio (2,500-word Critical Essay  - tbc). 

  Last updated: 29/04/16 PJW 
 

 Return to Top 
 

Study Option 1 = Whole Year 
Study Option 2 = Autumn 
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 

 

Module Code: EL5003 

Module Title: Late Medieval to Early Modern Literature 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of introductory level English literature study 
 

Suitability 
 Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 or 2 or 3.  
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Module Content: 

This module provides an introduction to the literary culture of England during the years 
1380-1650. This module considers medieval and early modern English texts in relation to 
influential works from the Continent (mostly from Italy, the “birthplace of the 
Renaissance”) and by situating canonical literature in relation to non-canonical writings 
of the medieval and early modern periods. You will begin by examining poetry and drama 
written in the late-Medieval period, including some of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. 

 
The rest of the autumn semester will focus on medieval drama – from mystery plays to 
morality plays – highlighting continuity and change with later, Renaissance drama. It will 
also study English literature and culture in the fifteenth and early-sixteenth centuries in 
relation to Continental influences. Because Shakespeare’s Richard II is a Renaissance play 
whose action takes place in the medieval period, this play provides a pivotal middle point 
between the autumn and spring semesters. 

 The  second semester  considers  the  mid-sixteenth century  and continues  with  plays, 
poetry, prose and cultural documents framed on one side by the Edwardian Reformation 
and on the other by the English Civil War. 

 
AUTUMN SEMESTER LECTURES: 

 

 Introduction and Medieval Lyrics 

 Breton Lays 

 Chaucer I 

 Chaucer II: Representing Women 

 Chaucerian Intertexts 

 Medieval Drama: Introduction and Mystery Plays 

 Medieval Drama: Mystery Plays 

 Medieval Drama: Morality Plays I 

 Medieval Drama: Morality Plays II 
 Continuity and Change 

 

SPRING SEMESTER LECTURES: 
 

 A New Villain in Familiar Garb 

 Fashioning a Gentleman 

 The Humanist Household 

 Petrarchism I 

 Petrarchism II 

 Petrarchism III 

 The Limits of Petrarchism 

 Women and the Religious Lyric 

 Elizabethan Epyllia   

 Jacobean Drama and the End of Things 

 Last Things 
 

 

 

Teaching: 
Interactive two-hour lecture and weekly seminar 
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Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: Portfolio of written exercises: 
 

1)   Two take-home exams, one per semester, each of approximately 1,000 words (each 
25%) 

 
  2) A 2,000-word Final Essay that considers one or more of the texts studied in the  
module (50%). 

STUDY OPTION 2: Essay (100%). 

STUDY OPTION 3: portfolio (some elements as those for Study Option 1). 

  Last updated: 29/04/16 PJW 
 

 

Return to TOP 

 

Study Option 1 = Whole Year 
Study Option 2 = Autumn 
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 

 

 

Module Code: EL5004 

Module Title: Eighteenth Century Literature and Romanticism 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of introductory level English literature study. 

 
Suitability 

 Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 or 2 or 3.  
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Module Content: 

 
This module explores the major authors and literary themes of the ‘long’ eighteenth 

century, from around 1700 to about 1820. 

 
AUTUMN SEMESTER: 

 
In this semester, several themes are followed: satire and society, authorship, 
sensibility, gender and women’s rights, the gothic and parodies of it. We begin by 
reading Pope and Swift and thinking about satire. We discuss authorship and 
literary biography by reading Johnson’s Life of Savage. We explore the mid-century 
shift to ‘sensibility’, through sentimental poetry and prose, elaborating on what was 
meant by that important term, and considering the politics of sensibility as it 
revealed itself in anti-slavery debates. Some of our discussion will focus on the work 
and career of Oliver Goldsmith, who wrote in all genres and whose writings give us 
an insight into the complexities of this cultural shift. The later eighteenth century 
may be characterised as a (brief) age of radical thinking and revolution. Radical 
ideas such as women’s rights found their best expression in the work of Mary 
Wollstonecraft, whose Vindication of the Rights of Woman is a founding text of 
modern feminism. We will focus on Wollstonecraft as both a political thinker and 
novelist, putting her novel Maria, Or the Wrongs of Woman alongside a novel by a 
very different late-eighteenth century writer, Jane Austen, whose Northanger 
Abbey is a parody of the popular enthusiasm for gothic fiction. We end by looking at 
the beginnings of Romanticism in the writings of Charlotte Smith. 
 
SPRING SEMESTER: 
 

This semester is divided between prose and poetry. We go back to the early 
eighteenth century to discuss the most significant new genre of the period: the 
realist novel. We consider the work of Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson and Henry 
Fielding. We pick up Charlotte Smith’s Elegiac Sonnets again as an introduction to 
‘romanticism’, and consider how far romanticism was a natural extension of 
sensibility as well as a new departure. William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge in the first generation of romantic poets, and Byron, Shelley and Keats in 
the second will be the main focus of our discussions. 
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Teaching: 
Weekly lecture and seminar 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: 
 

1.   an unseen take-home exam (50%) - mixture of short, factual questions, close 

reading exercises, and a short essay. 

2.   Essay of 2,500 words (50%). 

STUDY OPTION 2: 

a take-home exam - mixture of short, factual questions, close reading exercises, and a 

short essay (100%) 

STUDY OPTION 3: Essay of 2,500 words (100%). 

  Last updated: 29/04/16 PJW 
 

 

 Return to Top 
 

Study Option 1 = Whole Year 
Study Option 2 = Autumn 
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 

 
 

Module Code: EL5005 

Module Title: Victorian to Modernist Literature 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 5  

Prerequisites: Successful completion of introductory level English literature study 
 

Suitability 
  Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 or 2 or 3. 
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Module Content: 

In this module texts are studied from the nineteenth to early twentieth centuries that 
register the ways in which Britain is transformed by the Industrial Revolution, and which 
give expression to fears about technology, social mobility and urban culture. We will 
consider literature of the period that questions and resists established theories of 
gendered identity, and which challenges the literary representation of sexuality, defying 
censorship in the process. Writers will be introduced who engage with contemporary 
debates about science, religion, the empire, and racial and national identity. A range of 
consciously  modern  texts  will  be  encountered  which  dislocate  and  make  new  the 
reader’s experience by technical innovation and experiment. 

 

 

Students will study a range of Victorian and Modernist poetry selected from an anthology 
such as The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume 2. They will also encounter a 
diverse set of novels from the long nineteenth century, for example Oliver Twist (1838) 
to Tess of the d'Urbervilles (1891), in order to chart the development of literary 
representations of the fallen woman and to open up discussion about sexual morality 
and literary censorship. Fictional texts will also be studied in relation to non-fiction texts, 
for   example   Charlotte   Bronte's   Villette   (1853)   and   Mary   Seacole's   mid-century 
autobiography, Wonderful Adventures of Mrs Seacole in Many Lands, in order to develop 
our understanding of topics such as female subjectivity and cultural perceptions of the 
woman writer. 

 
Having acquired a solid grounding in the conventions of nineteenth-century literature, 
students will then proceed to examine the works of a number of Modernist writers, 
including key novels of the early twentieth century and inter-war period which make a 
deliberate break from such conventions and through various forms of experimentation 
attempt to represent individual consciousness with greater authenticity. Texts might 
include Conrad's Lord Jim, Lawrence's, Sons and Lovers, Joyce's A Portrait of the Artist as 
a Young Man and Woolf's Mrs Dalloway. 

 
AUTUMN SEMESTER LECTURES: 

 Introduction: The Victorians and the Modernists 

 The Victorian City 

 The Victorian Nation: Crime & Punishment 

 Ideal Masculinity & Victorian Medievalism 

 In Memoriam 

 Constructing Female Sexuality 

 Constructing a National Identity 

 Changing Landscapes: England’s Industrialisation 

 Changing Beliefs? Sexual Morality and the Victorian Novel 

 The Fin de Siècle: The Death of Victorianism? 
 

SPRING SEMESTER LECTURES: 

 The Fin de Siècle: The birth of Modernism 

 The Fin de Siècle: Imperial Anxieties 

 The Fin de Siècle: The New Woman 

 Portrait of the artist 

 Scandal and Censorship 
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SPRING SEMESTER LECTURES CONTINUED: 
 

 The City: modernism and the metropolis 

 The Lost Generation: modernists in Paris 

 Modernist Poetry 

 Modernism and War: Modernist Poetry Part 2 

 Modernism and the First World War continued 

 Modernism and the Woman Writer 
 

 

 
 

Teaching: 
Three hours per week: a two-hour interactive lecture and one-hour seminar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 

 

STUDY OPTION 1: a portfolio made up of three  elements: 
 

 Close Reading 1 - to be submitted in autumn semester (750  
words)  25% 

 Close Reading 2 - to be submitted in spring semester  (750 
words) 25%  

 Essay (1500 words) 50% 

STUDY OPTION 2: 2 x close readings (50% each) 

 
STUDY OPTION 3: portfolio (some elements as those for Study Option 1). 

  Last updated: 29/04/16 PJW 
 

Return to TOP 
 

Study Option 1 = Whole Year 

Study Option 2 = Autumn 
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 

 

Module Code: EL5006 

Module Title: Twentieth to Twenty-First Century Literature 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 5  

Prerequisites: Successful completion of introductory level English literature study 
 

Suitability 
  Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 or 2 or 3 
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Module Content: 

This module is  intended to introduce a diverse range of twentieth and twenty-first 

century literary texts (including poetry, fiction, non-fiction, and drama).  It will begin by 

exploring literature published from the 1930s through to the present day, and will 
examine the strategies writers have used in response to a changing Britain and wider 
world. Students will consider how twentieth and twenty-first-century texts adapt realist, 
modernist and postmodern techniques to engage with issues such as the rise of mass 
culture, the threat of totalitarianism, the establishment of the Welfare State, post-war 
immigration, sexual liberation and the development of new technologies.  

AUTUMN SEMESTER LECTURES: 
 

 The Auden Group - WH Auden, Stephen Spender, Louis MacNeice, C. Day Lewis) 

 Evelyn Waugh: A Handful of Dust (1934)  

 George Orwell: Homage to Catalonia 

 John Osborne, Look Back in Anger (1956) 

 Iris Murdoch, A Severed Head (1961) 

 Doris Lessing, The Golden Notebook (1962) 

 Sam Selvon, The Lonely Londoners (1955) 

 Rodney Garland, The Heart in Exile (1953)  

 
SPRING SEMESTER LECTURES: 
  

 J. G Ballard: Crash (1973) 

 Philip Larkin – selected poems 

 Caryl Churchill: Top Girls (1982) 

 Julian Barnes: England, England (1992) 

 Ted Hughes, Birthday Letters 

 Jackie Kay, Trumpet 

 Mary Lawson, Crow Lake (2003) 

 Alan Hollinghurst, The Line of Beauty (2004) 

 Caryl Phillips, Foreigners: Three English Lives (2007) 

 Jon McGregor, Even the Dogs (2010)  

 
 

Teaching: 
Two-hour interactive lectures/workshops and seminars 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: a portfolio (100%) 

1)      10 x short in-class tests, which will take place in your seminars, about your 
weekly set reading (10%).   

2)      one 2,000-word essay (90%) 

 STUDY OPTIONS  2 or 3: 2,000-word essay 
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Study Option 1 = Whole Year 
Study Option 2 = Autumn 
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

 
LEVEL 6 (ADVANCED) 

 

 

Module Code: EL6002   

Module Title: English Literature: Global Literatures   

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS)   

Level: 6    

Prerequisites: Substantial prior academic study of English literature.  
 

Suitability 
  Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Option 1 only. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Module Content: 

This  module  introduces  literatures  written  in  places  other  than  Great  Britain  and 
considers the links between English writing and broader cultural and historical issues 
including concepts of colonialism, national identity, canonicity and translation. The 
module begins with a core lecture/workshop series discussing relevant conceptual 
frameworks; students will be asked to consider how texts function within discursive and 
ideological contexts, and how language and culture are related to social and political 
change. This core also introduces and tests ideas generated by postcolonial theory, 
translation  studies,  and  related  cultural  theories.  Optionality  is  embedded  into  the 
module after week 6. 

 

 

Following the core, the module continues as a portmanteau in which students are able to 
select two specialist areas of focus from four options, for example – African literature, 
Ethnic American Literature, Irish Literature and American Counter Cultures. 
 
 

  

 
    Teaching 

 Week 1-6: interactive lecture. 
 From week 8, the specialist areas are taught by lecture and seminar. 

 
 

 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: This module is assessed by portfolio: 
 

 3,000-word essay (this essay will ask you to draw together your reading from both 
optional strands and the core lectures) (70%) 

 1000-word close reading (completed by autumn semester, week 12) (20%) 

 Reading log (made up of weekly entries from both your optional strands) (10%) 
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Module Code: EL6004 

Module Title: Special Study: Shakespeare and Renaissance Drama 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 6    

Prerequisites: Substantial prior academic study of English literature.  

 
Suitability 

  Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Option 1 
 Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Option 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Module Content: 

This module allows an advanced, detailed and extensive study of plays from the late 
Elizabethan  period  to  the  closing  of  the  theatres  in  1642,  including  the  works  of 
Shakespeare. 

 

 

The module immerses students in a range of early modern English dramatic texts by 
Shakespeare and his contemporaries, including Dekker, Middleton, Webster, Elizabeth 
Carey, and Marlowe, approaching these works through relevant secondary criticism and 
within the long history of critical approaches. We will consider these works in relation to 
early modern contexts such as carnival, travel, performance and the city, and through a 
lens provided by distinct critical approaches to early modern English drama, such as 
feminism, Marxism, new historicism, performance theory, and others. The Special Study 
will examine the major genres of early modern drama, from revenge tragedy to history to 
city  comedy, and Shakespeare’s innovative treatment of contemporary genres in his 
‘problem plays’ and late romances. 

AUTUMN SEMESTER:   

 Thomas Kyd, The Spanish Tragedy 

 Christopher Marlowe, Dr Faustus 

 William Shakespeare, Henry V 

 Thomas Dekker, The Shoemaker’s Holiday  

 William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night  

 Francis Beaumont, The Knight of the Burning Pestle 

 William Shakespeare, Julius Caesar  

SPRING SEMESTER:   

 William Shakespeare, Hamlet 

 William Shakespeare, Troilus and Cressida 

 John Webster, The Duchess of Malfi 

 William Shakespeare, Antony and Cleopatra 

 Ben Jonson, The Alchemist 

 William Shakespeare, The Tempest 

 Further research and planning for essay. 

 
 

 

Teaching: 
2-hour weekly seminars.   
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Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: portfolio (100%): 
 

 

 6000-word argumentative essay (70%) 

 Practical/creative project (30%) 

   Even write up (e.g. of the Kingston Shakespeare seminar series) (10%) 

 

STUDY OPTION 2: portfolio (some elements as those for Study Option 1). 
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Study Option 1 = Whole Year 
Study Option 2 = Autumn 
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 

 

Module Code: EL6005 

Module Title: Special Study: Jane Austen in Her Time and Ours 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior academic study of English literature. 

 
Suitability 

 Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Option 1 
 Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Option 2 
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Module Content: 

This Special Study module that allows an advanced, detailed and extensive study of the 

novels of Jane Austen. The module immerses students in Austen’s writings and in critical, 

biographical, historical and theoretical writing about Austen. It seeks to understand 

Austen’s formation and her achievement. It situates Austen in the context of her own time 

and it addresses the extraordinary development of an industry in Austen adaptations and 

popularisations in our own time.  

Autumn Semester:  

 Issues and contexts 1 

 First impressions: Pride and Prejudice 

 Gothic spoof Northanger Abbey 

 Sublimely silly, savagely satirical Sense and Sensibility 

 Issues and contexts 2 

 Issues and contexts 3 

Spring Semester:  

 Earning the inheritance Mansfield Park 

 Finding enough to do: Emma 

 Last Impressions Persuasion 

 Issues and contexts 4 

 Summing up, presentations, essays, final thoughts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching: 
2 hour fortnightly workshops 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: Portfolio (100%): 
 

 Argumentative essay (70%) 

 Practical / creative project (20%)  

 Reading log / Journal (10%)  

 
 STUDY OPTION 2: portfolio (some elements as indicated for Study Option 1). 
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Module Code: EL6015 

Module Title: Special Study: Bruce Springsteen and Contemporary American Culture 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); Single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 
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Level: 6  

Prerequisites: Substantial prior academic study of English literature. 

 
Suitability 

  Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Option 1 
 Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Option 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Module Content: 

Not only a rock icon whose career has spanned over three decades, Bruce Springsteen has 
been the subject of study in college courses and academic symposia, and has received 
critical attention in collections of literary criticism, dissertations, and studies published by 
academic as well as trade presses. Moreover, his music and lyrics over the course of his 
career have responded to a variety of influences in 20th century literature, film, and 
culture, and have commented on many aspects of the political and social climates from 
which they emerged. This course will proceed through the Springsteen discography, 
treating his lyrics as poetry and reading his albums against a backdrop of his influences, 
on the one hand, and into critical responses to Springsteen’s work, on the other. Students 
will become familiar with the corpus of Springsteen’s recorded music and will be provided 
with the texts of his lyrics. The course will utilise a variety of media and documentary 
sources as well, in an effort to locate Springsteen’s work in relation to the major political, 
literary, and cultural trends and events in the US in the past thirty-five years. 

 

 
Teaching: 

Two-hour workshops 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: Portfolio (100%): 
 

 Argumentative essay (70%) 

 Practical / creative project (20%)  

 Reading log / Journal (10%)  

 STUDY OPTION 2: some elements as indicated  for Study Option 1. 

  Last updated: 29/04/16 PJW 
 

Study Option 1 = Whole Year 
Study Option 2 = Autumn 
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 

 
Return to TOP 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

English Literature Modules for Visiting Students 2016/7 

24 

 

 

Module Code: EL6021 

Module Title: Special Study: Music and Theory 

Credits: Full year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS); single semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior academic study of English literature. 

 
Suitability 

 Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Option 1 
 Suitable for students enrolled at KU for Study Option 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Module Content: 

In this special study module, we examine the ways in which literary theory and philosophy 
has been shaped by musical influences. We will explore this music in recording, and 
supplement this with field trips to relevant music events, reading it alongside a range of 
theoretical essays, to ask questions about the dynamic ways in which music informs 
critical thinking. What, for example, is at the centre of Roland Barthes’ lyrical homage to 
the Romantic composer Robert Schumann? Why is it that Jean Luc-Nancy declares that 
‘music accomplishes the philosophical erotic’? What was the special relationship between 
Edward Said and the conductor and pianist Daniel Barenboim? What connects Rosi 
Braidotti's work on drugs, sexual transgression, and the posthuman to Bach's Coffee 
Cantata?  What did Deleuze have to say about Boulez?  What did Adorno write about 
jazz?  What is the relationship between political philosophy and punk?  What is black 
metal theory?  

 

Teaching: 
Workshops/seminars 

 

Assessment: 
Students will write  a critical essay exploring one or more of the above questions, or one of 
his/her  own choice. Students will also complete a creative project which may be musical, 
but can also take any other creative form that wished. 
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