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KEY TO MODULE DESCRIPTORS 

 
SUITABILITY OF MODULE FOR STUDENTS VISITING KU ON STUDY OPTION ____ 

 

1 Indicates module is suitable for students visiting KU on Study Option 1 (Whole Year) 

2 Indicates module is suitable for students visiting KU on Study Option 2  (Autumn) 

3 Indicates module is suitable for students visiting KU on Study Option 3  (Spring/Summer) 

 
 
Notes:   
 

1. Students enrolled on Study Option 1 are required to study the entire module. 
 

2. Whilst the University makes every effort to ensure that this information is correct at the time 
of updating (May 2014), it cannot accept responsibility for omissions or subsequent changes. 
Module availability and content may be subject to change, as part of the University’s policy 
of continuous improvement and development. 

 
 

Kingston’s History programme focuses on the history of many countries, including Britain and the 
United States.  There is a large variety of topics and periods covered including culture, society and 
economy in Britain and other countries, crime, women's history, the French Revolution, slavery, 
fascism, genocide and the Holocaust, the Second World War, British politics and British imperialism.  
 
Level 4 modules are introductory and cover British and European culture and society, 1500–1800; 
the history of globalisation pre-21st century; the historical influence of gender and sexuality; and 
how the history of Kingston and London interacts with other histories within and beyond the UK.  
Level 5 and 6 modules are progressively more advanced and cover periods/ themes in greater detail. 
 
As this subject is interdisciplinary in nature, please note that there are related modules available in 
other subject areas as well. For example, Politics (PO5011 From Slavery to the Holocaust – Violence 
in the History of the Modern World, PO5001 Modern Political Thought, and PO6007 Genocide and 
Crimes Against Humanity).   
 Updated May 2014/PJW. 

Entry requirements:  
 

  GPA of 2.75 or above (out of 4.0) or equivalent. 

Pre-requisites:  
 

 There are no formal pre-requisites for level 4 modules. 

 Level 5 modules require previous university-level study of 
history. 

 Level 6 modules require substantial prior study of history at 
university level. 

Taught at:  Penrhyn Road Campus 
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CODE TITLE SUITABILITY 
FOR STUDY 

OPTION 

LEVEL 4  (INTRODUCTORY) 
 

HS4001 World History 1, 2, 3 

HS4002 History at Kingston: The Historian’s Craft 1, 2 

HS4003 Birth of the Modern Era: Britain and Europe, 
1500-1800 

1, 2 

HS4004 Private Lives, Public Roles: Sex, Society and 
Identity in History 

1, 2 

LEVEL 5 (INTERMEDIATE) 
 

HS5001 Railway Age to Television Age: Britain, 1830-
1959 

1, 2, 3 

HS5003 Nationalism and Empire: Britain and Germany 
1815-1914 

1, 2, 3 

HS5006 Criminality, Deviance and the State in Early 
Modern Britain and Europe 

1, 2 

LEVEL 6 (ADVANCED) 

HS6002 Enlightenment, Revolution and Terror 1, 2 

HS6004 Beatles to Blair: Britain since 1960 1, 2, 3 

HS6005 Britain, the US and the World in the Twentieth 
Century 

1, 2 

HS6008 Britain, Europe and the Extreme Right, 1918 to 
the Present 

1, 2, 3 

 

LEVEL 4 (INTRODUCTORY) 
 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
  

Module Code: HS4001 

Module Title: World History 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 4 

Prerequisites: None 

Suitability  

 Open to suitably qualified Study Abroad/International Exchange students 
enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 2 OR 3 

 Not open to Erasmus students (as level 4) 
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Course Content: 

In ‘World History’ students examine the sometimes surprisingly deep historical roots of 
our current ‘globalized’ world. Taking the year 1700 as its approximate starting point, the 
module focuses on various examples of world-wide encounter and exchange in terms of 
exploration, trade, commerce, manufacturing, finance, technology, culture, belief and 
conflict. All these have been of immense importance in influencing and determining the 
nature and pace of historical change in 'the West' and in other parts of the world. 

Topics covered include: 

 The expansion of Europe since 1700 in a world-historical context.  

 The importance of networks and technologies including those of 
exploration, communication, trade, commerce and finance.  

 The nature of encounters and exchanges between peoples from different 
world regions.  

 Economic, cultural, political and other impacts of encounter.  

 Textual, visual and material evidence of encounter abd exchange 
between cultures.  

 The growth, expansion and decline of regional and world powers.  

 Pre-twentieth century and twentieth century ‘globalization’.  

 Exponents, supporters and critics of 'globalization' from the eighteenth 
century to the twenty-first century.  

 Continuity and change in World History, 1700-2010  

Autumn Semester: The expansion of Europe and contact with non-Western peoples, 
societies and cultures, from c. 1500 to c. 1750. 

 Introduction: Learning about ‘World History’ 

 Samarkand, Uzbekistan 

 Safavid Iran 

 The Ottoman Empire 

 West Africa and the Caribbean 

 The Netherlands 

 India 

 The Pacific Ocean 

 Alexandria, Egypt 

 Coalbrookdale, Shropshire 

 How the World appeared to people in the Nineteenth Century 
 

SPRING SEMESTER: Ages of globalisation and changing relations between western and 
non-western worlds before and during the twentieth century, c.1750-2000. 

 Russia 

 China (and Japan) 
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 Coalbrookdale: ‘birthplace’ of the Industrial Revolution 

 The Americas 

 Germany 

 Activity Week  

 The Second World War, Reconstruction and the ‘Long Boom’ 

 World History as ‘Progress’ 

 Globalization: Tomorrow’s History Today 

 World History as History: The Historians’ View 

 Assignment Workshop 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 Portfolio of coursework 

STUDY OPTION 2: 2,000 word essay 

STUDY OPTION 3: 2,000 word essay 

  Last updated: 16/07/14 KSJ 

 
Return to top.  
 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: HS4002 

Module Title: History at Kingston: The Historian’s Craft 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 4 

Prerequisites: None 

Suitability  

 Open to suitably qualified Study Abroad/International Exchange students 
enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 2 

 Not open to Erasmus students (as level 4) 
 

Course Content: 

This module introduces students to the study of History at university, and specifically to 
the study of History ‘at Kingston’. For historians, Kingston is ‘where England began’. 
Several Saxon kings were crowned here in the tenth and eleventh centuries.  

The town acquired importance, prestige and prosperity through its connections with 
royalty, with the Church and also through its attractiveness to traders, businesses and 
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manufacturers. Unique in many respects, the history of the town and of the borough is 
also part of other histories: of London, of England, of the United Kingdom, of the British 
Empire and also of people in the UK and overseas with family and other links to Kingston. 
Taking as its inspiration one of the most important and interesting aspects of Kingston’s 
long history, the module focuses mainly on the theme of royalty, from the tenth century 
to the twenty-first. 

Topics covered include: 

 History ‘at Kingston’ and in the wider world: the nature of historical 
enquiry and understanding.  

 Monarchy, continuity and change in the history of Kingston and the UK.  

 Reading and writing History at university.  

 The role of history in the lives of places and people.  

 What and who is a historian?  

 Identifying, interpreting and evaluating historical sources and evidence.  

 History and the Web.  

 Communicating and sharing historical knowledge and information.  

 Asking Better Questions about History. 

Autumn Semester: 

 Introduction to The Historian’s Craft (Craig Phelan) 

 Historical Fact and Historical Truth (Mark Williams) 

 Debate and Discourse (Mark Williams) 

 Identifying and Locating Sources (Lyn Porteous) 

 Computing and History (Sue Hawkins) 

 Enrichment Week 

 Historians and Employability (Victoria Jackson) 

 Public History: the ‘peoples' history’ (Sue Hawkins) 

 History and Memory: Oral History and Reminiscence (Sue Hawkins) 

 Doing Local History in the Kingston Area (Juliet Warren)  

 Evaluating Primary and Secondary Sources (John Davis) 

 Presenting History:  Essay Technique (John Davis) 

Spring Semester: TBA 

Teaching:  
Lectures, workshops, seminars and field trips 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 Portfolio of written work: including primary and secondary source evaluation and 
a short essay.  

 Presentation: linking source evaluation to field trip experiences. (presentations 
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take place individually or in twos) 

STUDY OPTION 2: 

 Portfolio of written work: including primary and secondary source evaluation and 
a short essay.  

 

  Last updated: 16/07/14 KSJ 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: HS4003 

Module Title: Birth of the Modern Era: Britain and Europe, 1500-1800 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 4 

Prerequisites: None 

Suitability  

 Open to suitably qualified Study Abroad/International Exchange students 
enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 2 

 Not open to Erasmus students (as level 4) 
 

Course Content: 

This module will introduce students to the political, social and cultural history of Britain 
and Europe at a key period of transition in time from 1500 to 1800, between the end of 
the Middle Ages and the establishment of the modern era. It emphasises the extent of 
the shift between the sixteenth century and the eighteenth century. In political terms 
this period saw many changes. 

Topics covered include: 

 Monarchy and parliament in Britain, 1500-1800.  

 The English Civil War.  

 Absolute monarchy and the old regime in France.  

 Reformation and changing religious ideas.  

 The world of the village.  

 Changing attitudes towards women and the family.  

 The Rise of the book and the new culture of print.  

 Beliefs in magic, witchcraft and heresy.  

 The rise of urban society.  

 The rise of a bourgeois consumerist society.  

 Political dissent in the eighteenth century.  
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 The Enlightenment and the Scientific Revolution.  

 Changing attitudes towards sexuality and deviance.  

 Changing attitudes towards crime and punishment.  

 The French Revolution, the idea of political rights, and end of the old 
regime. 

Autumn Semester: 

 The Nature of Early Modern Europe. 
 

 Absolute Monarchy, Politics and Power 
 

 The Old Regime Social Elites: Nobility and Bourgeoisie 
 

 The World of the Poor: Village and Town 
 

 Women, Children and the Family 
 

 Popular Beliefs, Culture and Ritual: Magical Belief and Heresy 
 

 The Rise of the Witch-hunts: Causes and Interpretations 
 

 The Process of the Witch Trials 
 

 The English Civil War  
 

 England: Republic and Revolution 
 

Spring Semester: 
 

 The Scientific Revolution and the Ideas of the Enlightenment  
 

 The Impact of the Enlightenment 
 

 Slavery and its Impact 
 

 Religion: From Conflict to Toleration 
 

 Politics: from absolute monarchy to government by consent 
 

 The Culture of Print and the Rise of the Novel 
 

 The Age of Revolutions : the American Revolution  
 

 1789: the Year of the French Revolution  
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 The French Revolution: Republic, Terror and War 
 

 Britain in the 1790s: Revolution or Reaction ? 
 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 2 hour unseen exam 

STUDY OPTION 2: 2,000 word essay 

  Last updated: 16/07/14 KSJ 

 
Return to top. 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
  

Module Code: HS4004 

Module Title: Private Lives, Public Roles: Sex, Society and Identity in History 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 4 

Prerequisites: None 

Suitability  

 Open to suitably qualified Study Abroad/International Exchange students 
enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 2 

 Not open to Erasmus students (as level 4) 
 

Course Content: 

This module will stimulate students to think about ways in which gender and sexuality 
have played, and continue to play, an important role in the construction of personal and 
group identities.  It is only relatively recently that gender historians broke the boundaries 
of traditional forms of history to highlight how individual identities, private lives and 
public roles of men and women throughout history have been largely determined by 
gendered sexual, racial, ethnic, religious and class differences.  

Topics covered include: 

 Nature v Culture: Understandings of the body in history  

 Childhood and adolescence  

 Family roles & responsibilities  

 Marriage and divorce  

 Laws, ideals and norms  

 Crime and Punishment  

 Work, economy and slavery  
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 Medicine and Mental Health  

 Sexuality and the creation of sexual knowledge  

 Prostitution: policing desire and disease  

 Conquest and Conflict  

 Politics and Religion 

Autumn Semester: 

 Nature v Culture: Understandings of the body in history 

 Ideals and Norms of Masculinity through the ages 

 Ideals and Norms of Femininity through the ages 

 The Making and Breaking of Marriage 

 The Family: relationships, roles and responsibilities 

 Age and Gender: The Trials of youth 

 Sexuality and the creation of sexual knowledge 

 Sex and Identity: Lesbian and Gay histories 

 Advice on recording Podcasts and Tutorials 

Spring Semester: 

 Prostitution: policing desire and disease 

 Gender in Sickness and Health (Sue Hawkins) 

 Crime and Punishment 

 Work and Economy 

 Race and Empire  (John Stuart)  

 Masters, Mistresses and Slavery 

 War, Conflict and Patriotism 

 The Gendered Mind and Mental health  

 Politics and Citizenship 

 Religion and Spirituality 

Teaching:  
Lectures, seminars and workshops 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

Portfolio: 

 A 3-5 minute podcast on a topic of the group’s choice 

 A 2000 word essay 

STUDY OPTION 2: 2,000 word essay 

 

  Last updated: 16/07/14 KSJ 

 
Return to top 
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LEVEL 5 (INTERMEDIATE) 
 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: HS5001 

Module Title: Railway Age to Television Age, 1830-1959 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: 
Prior successful study of introductory history at university level. 
 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 OR 3 

Course Content: 

 
AUTUMN SEMESTER: focus on the domestic history of modern Britain from the spread 
of the railways in the 1830s to the turn of the twentieth century.   

 
There will be a strong emphasis on social and cultural changes, in particular how 
developments such as the railways, industrialisation and mass spectator sports 
influenced the lives and leisure of ordinary people.  Key debates between historians will 
also be examined, notably over the nature of 'Dickensian' city life, the rise of the middle 
class and suburbia, and the changing lives of women.  The history of politics and national 
identity, and their relationship with socio-cultural developments will also be considered, 
including the impact of Prime Ministers from Peel to Gladstone.  The module enables 
students to observe the balance between both tumultuous change and surprising 
continuities over a relatively long historical time-frame.   
 

 Trains, telegraphs and the first information age. 

 Urbanisation, Industrialisation and Victorian Society. 

 Poverty and the New Poor Law: the beginnings of the welfare state 

 Employability 

 the rise of public health 

 Health and Medicine in the 19th century 

 Crime and Punishment in the Victorian Age 

 new ideas of leisure in the late 19th century 

 Women’s changing  role in 19th century society 
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SPRING SEMESTER: focus on the domestic history of modern Britain from the turn of 
the twentieth century to the rise of television in the 1950s. 

There will be a strong emphasis on social and cultural changes, in particular how 
developments such as cinema, the motor-car and television influenced the lives and 
leisure of ordinary people.  Key debates between historians will also be examined, such 
as the rise of the middle class and suburbia, women's campaigns for the vote, and the 
impact of the World Wars on British society.  The history of politics and national identity, 
and their relationship with socio-cultural developments will also be considered, including 
the impact of Prime Ministers such as Churchill and Attlee, the rise of the welfare state, 
and changes in how British people defined themselves as the country moved from 
dominant world power towards middle-rank democracy 

 Britain in the First World War: 1914-1918 

 Jazz Age or Depression?: British society and culture in the 1920s and 1930s 

 The inter-war cinema 

 Stanley Baldwin, politics and  Britishness, 1918-1939 

 Oswald Mosley and the British Union of Fascists in the 1930s 

 the ‘People’s War’ and the welfare state in the 1940s 

 The 1950s: age of affluence? 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

Two short portfolios: 

 One consisting of a 1500 word essay and a 500 word blog (50%) 

 One consisting of a 1500 word essay with accompanying 500 word source 
question (50%) 

STUDY OPTION 2:  a 1500 word essay plus 500 word blog. 
 

STUDY OPTION 3: One 1500 word essay with accompanying 500 word source question. 
 

  Last updated: 16/07/14 KSJ 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
Return to top.  
 
 

Module Code: HS5003 

Module Title: Nationalism and the Empire: Britain and Germany 1815-1914 
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Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: 
Prior successful study of introductory history at university level. 
 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 OR 3 
 

Course Content: 

This module explores in detail aspects of one of the most interesting, complicated and 
enduring relationships between two states in modern European history. Rivalry between 
Britain and Germany found intense, violent expression in two world wars.  

The century preceding the outbreak of war in 1914, however, was marked not by rivalry 
and suspicion alone (of which there was a good deal), but also by shared interests 
political and diplomatic, social and cultural. What mattered to one of those countries was 
often also of interest to the other.  

Britons and Germans had more in common than might be assumed from their 
relationship in the years since 1914, not least a preoccupation with nationhood and with 
overseas empire. Reflecting this variety and complexity, the module ranges widely within 
and beyond Britain and Germany, also taking in the European and imperial contexts. 

Topics covered include: 

 Britain and Germany in European and world affairs.  

 The make-up and nature of the British and the German state.  

 The nature of British and German politics, economics and diplomacy.  

 The influence of politics and diplomacy on British and German society.  

 British and German attitudes to monarchism, militarism, nationalism and 
imperialism.  

 Social and cultural similarities and differences between British and 
German peoples.  

 Anglo-German cooperation and rivalry within and beyond Europe.  

 Key figures and events in British, German and Anglo-German affairs.  

 

AUTUMN SEMESTER: Britain: State, Society, Nation and Empire, with focus on Anglo-
German relations, 1815-1914. 

 Britain, Europe and Empire in 1815 

 State, Society and Overseas Diplomacy, 1815-45 

 Politics, Policies, Rebellions and War, to 1867  

 A United Kingdom? Nationhood, Empire and Monarchy 

 Empire, Identity and Culture in the Mid-Nineteenth Century 
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 Biography and British History, 1815-1914 

 Empire as Nation: The Idea of ‘Greater Britain’ 

 Nation and Empire Endangered: Late Victorian Militarism 

 Scrambling for Africa (and China) 

 Edwardian Entanglements 

 Britain, Europe and Empire in 1914 

 

SPRING SEMESTER: Germany: the making of a European, imperial and world power and 
relations with the United Kingdom, 1815-1914 

 The Vienna Congress and the German State System 

 Nationalism, Liberalism, Economics, and Industry in the Vormärz period 
(1815-1848) 

 1848 

 The Reaction, the Crimean War, and the German States 

 German Unification 

 Two Empires:  Germany and Austria 

 German Imperialism, 1871-1914 

 Anglo-German Entanglements 

 Imperialism and the Origins of the First World War 

 Germany, Europe and Empire in 1914 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 1500 word essay (40%) 

 Exam (60%) 

STUDY OPTION 2:  2000 word essay 

STUDY OPTION 3:  2000 word essay 

  Last updated: 16/07/14 KSJ 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
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Module Code: HS5006 

Module Title: Criminality, Deviance and the State in Early Modern Britain and Europe 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: 
Prior successful study of introductory history at university level. 
 

Suitability  Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 2  

Course Content: 

In the past, as today, within the legal frameworks laid down by governments and 
authorities, perceptions of what constitutes criminal or deviant behaviour are both 
shifting and contested. The function of a protest over food supplies, for example, may be 
viewed differently by those engaged in the action than by those enforcing the law.  

Similarly, in many early modern societies, it was deemed acceptable for the man, as head 
of the household, to exert ‘moderate correction’ on his wife and children to ensure they 
continued to uphold acceptable standards of behaviour. However, exactly what 
constituted ‘moderate correction’ meant different things to different groups.  

This module will give students an understanding of the cultural and social history of 
crime and deviance in Britain and Europe c. 1450 - 1850. Although broadly following the 
chronology across the 400 years, the approach is primarily thematic. 

AUTUMN SEMESTER:  

Starting with an overview of issues and approaches to the historical study of crime and 
punishment and the criminal nature of early modern society, the first semester looks at 
the characteristic features of riot and social protest and how these changed into the C19. 
Further topics of homicide, domestic violence and sexual deviance are explored through 
the context of gender. 

 Crime and Punishment in Early Modern Society 

 The Use of Statistical Evidence in the Study of Historical Crime 

 Early Modern Europe – a Violent Society? 

 Popular protest and riot and the concepts of 'social crime' and 'legitimising 
notion'.  

 Men's and women's violence, including domestic violence, and expectations of 
gendered behaviour.  

 Murderous Men and Wicked Women- The prevalence of homicide in early 
modern Europe, including infanticide, and their respective treatment by the 
courts.  

 Sexual Marginals: Prostitution & Homosexuality  

 Consider the merits and drawbacks of historical approaches to the study of 
deviance, crime and punishment.  

 The divergence between legal definitions of sexual crimes (prostitution, rape, 
sodomy), and popular attitudes towards their committal.  
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SPRING SEMESTER:  

Continues with the umbrella theme of gender to look at the crime of witchcraft and its 
historical interpretation. Thereafter, the framework of social status helps to explore the 
changing nature of crime and penal policy in C18 England. After considering the nature 
and role of Enlightenment philosophies on penal practice, the module ends with a look at 
the development of the penitentiary system up to the mid-C19. 

 An examination of the period of the European witch hunts, considering reasons 
for the escalation in cases and the subsequent decline of the phenomenon.  

 Characteristic beliefs and imagery of witchcraft, including the emphasis on 
women as witches.  

 Crime in eighteenth century Britain, including 'social crimes' such as smuggling 
and poaching, urbanization and crime, white collar and property crime.  

 Penal policy in eighteenth century Britain, including the development of the 
Bloody Code and the use of transportation.  

 The historiography of eighteenth century crime and punishment in Britain.  

 Enlightenment critiques of crime and punishment systems in the eighteenth 
century.  

 The development of the penitentiary system in the early ninteenth century, and 
subsequent historical interpretations of that system. 

 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: 

 2000 word essay (50%) 

 2 hour unseen exam (50%) 

STUDY OPTION 2:  2000 word essay 

  Last updated: 16/07/14 KSJ 

 
Return to Top. 
 

LEVEL 6 (ADVANCED) 
 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: HS6002 

Module Title: Enlightenment, Revolution and Terror 
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Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: 
Substantial prior successful study of intermediate history at university level. 
 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2  

Course Content: 

This research-led module is devoted to a study of two of the most important phenomena 
to bring about the shift between the early modern and the modern world.  

The first of these is the body of transformative ideas about science and the nature of 
human society known as the Enlightenment.  

The second is the French Revolution, which brought down the old regime in Europe and 
laid out the foundations of the modern political world.  

A key part of the module will address the relationship between ideas and revolution. The 
module will also increase the students' depth of knowledge of key issues in ideas, 
including the scientific revolution, the rise of the novel, the role of gender in eighteenth-
century politics and society; and shifting attitudes towards race and slavery. 

Autumn Semester: 

 An Age of Revolution. 
 

 The World of the Enlightenment 
 

 Revolutionary Ideas: The Republic of Letters 
 

 Rousseau and his Readers 
 

 Revolution in Print: Do Books Make Revolutions? 
 

 Enrichment week: No lecture  
 

 Versailles: The World of the Court 
 

 The Coming of the French Revolution 
 

 English Responses to the French Revolution 
 

 Britain in the 1790s: Radicalism and Loyalism   
 

 Representations of Revolution 
 

Spring Semester: 

 1789: The Year of Revolution 
 

 Consolidating the Revolution: Constitutional Monarchy 
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 The Second Revolution and the Fall of the Monarchy 
 

 Universal Rights? Issues of Race and Gender 
 

 The First French Republic 
 

 Creating a New World 
 

 The Terror in the French Revolution 
 

 The Terror: Debates and Interpretations  
 

 Thermidor: the Fall of Robespierre  
 

 Napoleon: Revolutionary or Tyrant? 
 

 The French Revolution and its Legacy: Remembering Revolution 
 

 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: 

 3 hour unseen exam 

STUDY OPTION 2:  2,000 word essay 

  Last updated: 16/07/14 KSJ 
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Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: HS6004 

Module Title: Beatles to Blair: Britain Since 1960 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior successful study of intermediate history at university level. 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 OR 3 
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Course Content: 

This module explores the social, cultural and political history of Britain from 1960 to the 
present day. Particular weight will be attached to considering the changes and 
continuities in ordinary people's lives and leisure in this period, through an examination 
of the impact of such phenomena as the Beatles, Eastenders and Facebook. These 
cultural aspects will be complemented by an evaluation of the role of such social factors 
as class, gender, ethnicity, and education as well as the place of individual character in 
influencing people's experiences and opportunities. The inter-action between socio-
cultural changes and politics will also be a major theme, with analysis of changes in 
government policy, ideology and leadership style from Harold Wilson through Margaret 
Thatcher to Tony Blair.  
 
The issue of a changing British national identity and character will also be addressed. This 
is contemporary history, with a firm emphasis on the relationship between the near past 
and the present, encouraging students also to reflect on their own experiences of a very 
recent period of history. A range of contemporary sources, including film, television, 
music and memoir will be used to foster engagement with the period. This is also an era 
increasingly attracting the attention of historians both of society and political culture, 
and this growing historiography will be analysed, with a particular focus on debates over 
the leisure, habits and attitudes of 'the people'. 
 
Topics Covered Include: 

 Cultural change and its limits in the 1960s and 1970s eg the Beatles, 
Coronation Street and Punk.  

 Comprehensive schools, Enoch Powell's 'River of Blood' speech, and the 
Women's Liberation movement.  

 Harold Wilson and the 'white heat' of technological revolution.  

 Margaret Thatcher and Thatcherism's roots in, and impact upon British 
society.  

 Prosperity, poverty, and social divisions in the 1980s: the Brixton riots, 
miners' strike, and poll tax riots.  

 Leisure and culture in the 1980s: Eastenders, home computers, Live Aid.  

 New Labour and Tony Blair's 'third way'; educational expansion and 
opportunity.  

 Race, religion, and morality in contemporary Britain: 'Back to Basics', the 
London bombings, the London riots.  

 Culture and technological change: the social impact of Facebook, the X 
Factor, and 'Americanisation'.  

 Changes and continuities in British identities and national character.  

 
 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 
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Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:   

 Exam 60% 

 Essay 40% 

STUDY OPTION 2: 2000 word essay 

STUDY OPTION 3: 2000 word essay 

  Last updated: 16/07/14 KSJ 
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Module Code: HS6005 

Module Title: Britain, the US and the World in the Twentieth Century 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior successful study of intermediate history at university level. 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 OR 3. 

Course Content: 

This advanced module examines offers a comparative historical perspective on twentieth 
British, American and world affairs.  

That century was of immense significance for both countries. At its outset Britain, with a 
worldwide empire, appeared to be the primary global power. At century’s end (and with 
the demise of the Soviet Union), it had been supplanted by the United States.  

Now, in the twenty-first century, there is speculation as to whether and for how long 
American primacy may endure. The prospect of American 'decline' is currently a source 
of anxiety among American policymakers. Historians have identified many reasons for 
American ascendancy and British ‘decline’ during the period 1900-2000. Were these two 
phenomena related, closely or otherwise? The answer to that question is by no means 
straightforward.  

Vitally important as were internal social and political changes, study of relations between 
the two countries – and of their relations to other states and nations – also provides us 
with insight into the scale and nature of historical change on a global scale. Focusing on 
key case studies in twentieth century British, American and international history the 
module provides stimulating study into issues of power and 'decline'.  

The module will cover general issues such as the nature of national power at the 
beginning of the 20th Century, the performance of Britain and America in the early 
1900s, the impact of World War One on both countries, the role of both the UK and USA 
in the post-World war One Peace Settlement, the fortunes of both countries and their 
world role in the interwar period, the implications of World War Two for both powers, 
and the immediate aftermath of the War on the UK and USA, with the UK possibly 
entering decline and the USA emerging as a superpower. 

 
AUTUMN SEMESTER:   
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Britain’s position at the beginning of the 20th century when, in appearance at least, the 
country still seemed to be at the height of its powers, with a large navy, a massive 
empire, and industrial/manufacturing and financial resources arguably unmatched by 
other nations. What was myth and what was reality?  
 
Explore how this apparent self-confidence and power was increasingly challenged by 
other nations and by unexpected historical events. We will encounter historical concepts 
and policies such as ‘splendid isolation’, national efficiency, relative decline, ‘imperial 
overstretch’, and appeasement.  
 
Britain’s changing role after 1945, especially in relation to the end of empire, the ‘Cold 
War’, the ‘Special Relationship’, Suez (1956), and the country’s reluctant readjustment to 
new realities. Finally, we shall investigate more recent controversies over Britain’s role, 
such as the Falklands War (1982), the Gulf War (1991) and the Iraq War (2003), noting 
the historical and foreign policy dimensions to both ‘Thatcherism’ and the ‘liberal 
interventionism’ of Tony Blair. 
 

 Britain & America as Powers since 1900: Debates Over Decline 

 The ‘Weary Titan’? Britain & the World, 1900-1919. 

 Britain, Germany & Europe, 1919-1939: The Challenge of Hitler’s Nazi Regime. 

 Britain and the Challenge of Soviet Communism 

 Britain after World War Two: Still a First-Rank Power? 

 Britain and the 1956 Suez Crisis 

 Britain and European Integration. 

 Thatcher, Britain and the 1982 Falklands War:  

 Britain, Germany and Europe, 1989-91: A New World Order? 

 Blair, Britain and ‘liberal interventionism’. 
 
SPRING SEMESTER: 
 
America’s growing confidence in the world as a great power around the turn of the 20th 
century, her rivalry with Britain, and her initial reluctance to become involved with 
‘European’ affairs (such as the First World War). We shall also explore Woodrow Wilson’s 
liberal vision of a new world order, and the reasons why America then withdrew back 
into isolation during the interwar period. 
 
Over the following weeks we shall consider America’s role in World War Two, the 
realities of the ‘Special Relationship’ with Britain, and America’s post-War determination 
to provide world leadership during a period of ‘Cold War’. The brief Presidency of J.F. 
Kennedy and the intractable problem of Vietnam in the 1960s will also be considered. 
Moving into the 1980s, we shall explore the attitudes toward the world of Ronald 
Reagan, the 1989 ‘End of History’ debate, and the extent to which the USA was again 
keen to build a post-1989 new world order. The module culminates in a return to a 
consideration of the problem of ‘decline’ and whether, as with Britain previously, the 
USA has been able to adjust to the new realities of power in the world. Has America 
become a ‘restless giant’? 
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 Rise to Greatness: America and the world, 1898-1919 

 World War One, President Wilson and Peacemaking. 

 American in the interwar period. 

 America, World War Two and the beginnings of the UK/US ‘Special 
Relationship’ 

 The USA after World War Two: from ‘Hot’ war to ‘Cold’ war 

 President Kennedy and America’s world role 

 The USA and Vietnam. 

 Ronald Reagan and the ‘Evil Empire’ 

 The ‘End of History’? America, 1989 and the ‘New World Order’.  

 The UK & USA in the world: A problem of decline? 
 

Teaching:  
Lectures, seminars and essay workshops 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:   

 Two 2000 word essays 

STUDY OPTION 2:  one 2000 word essay 

  Last updated: 16/07/14 KSJ 
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Module Code: HS6008 

Module Title: Britain, Europe and the Extreme Right, 1918-to the Present 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior successful study of intermediate history at university level. 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 OR 3. 

Course Content: 

This research-led module explores the rise and impact of the Extreme Right in the 20th 
and early 21st centuries in Britain and in three other countries in Western Europe 
(namely France, Germany and Italy). It adopts a historical and comparative approach, and 
focuses on fascist, populist and authoritarian ideas, parties and movements in Britain and 
across Europe, and the challenges these posed for the liberal democratic state and its 
main institutions. The relationship between democracy and dictatorship proved to be a 
major source of controversy and change in the 20th century, and the question of how the 
liberal state 'managed' (or mis-managed and succumbed to) the threat from the Extreme 
Right has been a major theme in the historiography in recent years. In fact, such issues 
remain very prominent today.  

The first half of the course thus describes and analyses the historical developments, main 
patterns and key controversies engendered by these events and challenges in the 
interwar period. The second half of the course explores the extent to which these 
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historical developments and the associated challenges were possibly replicated in the 
post-1945 period, especially with the more recent resurgence of the extreme Right 
across Britain and Europe in the early 21st century.  

 Introduction: controversies in the historiography over fascism and rightwing 
extremism.  

 The historical context: fears of decadence and decline in Britain and Europe, 
the impact of the First World War, and the crisis of liberalism.  

 Italy and the emergence of Mussolini.  

 What is fascism?  

 The main fascist and authoritarian regimes in interwar Europe.  

 The nature of Nazism.  

 The French authoritarian right.  

 The nature of fascism in Britain.  

 Why did fascism fail in Britain.  

 Post-1945 fascism?  

 Neo-fascism in Italy and Germany.  

 Neo-fascism and populism in France.  

 The British Extreme Right: old wine in new bottles?  

 The challenges of rightwing extremism to democracy.  

 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1: 

 Two 2,000-word essays 

STUDY OPTION 2: 2,000 word essay 

STUDY OPTION3: 2,000 word essay 
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