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Journalism at Kingston examines the role of multimedia journalism in the contemporary world. It will 
develop writing skills and a nose for news, and provides a forum for analysis of and debate on all 
issues in the modern media.  
 
Level 4 modules aim to provide the skills necessary to become an effective multimedia journalist. 
Modules cover journalistic writing and research, how to identify a news story in a mass of 
information, and what makes a good feature. The broader context of journalism is explored and the 
critical issues facing journalists today. 
 
Level 5 modules are at intermediate level and expand skills portfolio and knowledge previously 
developed, introducing further elements such as layout, online writing and shorthand, while 
increasing the proportion of work drawing on the real world. Level 6 modules are more advanced 
and offer a more detailed understanding of the role and responsibilities of the contemporary 
journalist. 
 

Entry requirements:  
 

  GPA of 2.75 or above (out of 4.0) or equivalent. 

Pre-requisites:  
 

 

 There are no formal pre-requisites for Level 4 modules.  
 

 Level 5 and 6 modules are progressively more advanced and will 
require more substantial previous study of journalism/media. 
 

Taught at:  Penrhyn Road  campus. 

 

KEY TO MODULE DESCRIPTORS 

 
SUITABILITY OF MODULE FOR STUDENTS VISITING KU ON STUDY OPTION ____ 
 

1 Indicates module is suitable for students visiting KU on Study Option 1 (Whole Year) 

2 Indicates module is suitable for students visiting KU on Study Option 2  (Autumn) 

3 Indicates module is suitable for students visiting KU on Study Option 3  (Spring/Summer) 

 
1. Students enrolled on Study Option 1 are required to study the entire module. 

 
2. Whilst the University makes every effort to ensure that this information is correct at the time 

of updating (April 2014), it cannot accept responsibility for omissions or subsequent changes. 
Module availability and content may be subject to change, as part of the University’s policy 
of continuous improvement and development. 
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CODE TITLE SUITABILITY FOR 
STUDY OPTION 

LEVEL 4  (INTRODUCTORY) 
 

JO4001 Practical Journalism 1 1, 2, 3 

JO4002 Thinking about Journalism 1 1, 2, 3 

JO4003 Digital Journalism 1, 2, 3 

JO4004 Journalism in the Wider World 1, 2, 3 

LEVEL 5 (INTERMEDIATE) 
 

JO5001 Practical Journalism 2 1, 2, 3 

JO5002 Thinking about Journalism 2 1, 2, 3 

JO5003 Multi-media Journalism Project 1 

JO5005 Shorthand 1, 2 

JO5006 Magazine Journalism 1 

LEVEL 6 (ADVANCED) 

JO6001 Practical Journalism 3 2, 3 

JO6002 Thinking about Journalism 3 1, 2, 3 

JO6005 Specialist Journalism: Arts and 
Entertainment 

1, 2 

JO6006 Specialist Journalism: Business 
 

1, 2 

JO6007 Specialist Journalism: Sport 
 

1, 2 

JO6008 Special Study: The Truth-Seekers-
Investigative Journalism from 
Pulitzer to Palast 
 

1, 2 

JO6011 Special Study: Literary Journalism 
and War 

1, 2, 3 

JO6012 Special Study: International 
Journalism 

1, 2, 3 
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LEVEL 4 (INTRODUCTORY):  
 
 

Module Code: JO4001 

Module Title: Practical Journalism 1 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 4 

Prerequisites: None 

Suitability  

 Open to suitably qualified Study Abroad/International Exchange students 
enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 2 OR 3 

 Not open to Erasmus students, as level 4.  
 

Course Content: 

Writing is a key communication tool of journalism. This module introduces students to 
the language, practical conventions, contexts and functions of written journalism in the 
multimedia environment. Through studying and critically analysing the structure, style 
and content of articles published on websites, in newspapers and magazines students 
will begin to develop an understanding of how copy is gathered, put together and 
directed at specific readerships. 

Topics covered include: 

 What makes a story a story? Understanding and applying news values  

 How to structure, plan, organise and select material  

 What are direct quotes used for and how are they obtained? Why are the 
conventions of interviewing important in journalism?  

 Who will read your journalism? How is a story communicated clearly and 
efficiently to the reader?  

 How can a feature be defined? Is a feature the same as or different from news? 
In what ways? What are the various feature genres? How are features 
approached?  

 What's the difference between a topic and an angle? What makes a good feature 
idea and where will it come from?  

 Why does a journalist have to do research? What are sources? Where's the best 
place to go for information? What are the most effective techniques?  

 Asking the right questions, note-taking, identifying quotes, finding information  

 Writing well: how does writing succeed? Using correct English, grammar, spelling 
and punctuation and writing to a specified house style.  

 Using relevant technologies and formats to produce journalistic pieces  

 The importance of accuracy and attention to detail in producing journalism.  

 Analysing examples from current news reports and feature articles.  
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Teaching:  

Weekly lectures and related lab-based workshops 

Autumn Semester: 

 Feature ideas and where they come from 

 Feature research and sources 

 Feature presentations 

 Interviewing 

 How to structure, plan, organise and select material. 

 The intro – your most important 25 words 

 Finding a story and what makes a story 

 Newsbreaks; quoting – how to report what people say; house style. 

 Writing for the web – the CMS 

 Headlines links  

 Language – choosing the right word in the right context 

 Numbers – reporting figures and finance 

 The news pyramid – developing your story 

 Press conferences 

 Research 
  
Spring Semester: 

 Legal dangers and ethical dilemmas 

 Grammar, punctuation and syntax in news writing  

 Sub-editing 

 Local, national and international government 

 Reporting sport 

 Reporting arts and entertainment 

 Magazine news  

 Digital packaging and social media 

 Work placement introduction  
 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 Portfolio of news stories, features, timed tests and quizzes: 2000 words 
equivalent (70%) 

 Group production of a publication: 1000 words equivalent (30%) 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: Alternative assessment  

 
STUDY OPTION 3: Alternative assessment  

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year     Return to top 
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 



 

 

Journalism Modules for Visiting Students 2014/15 
 

 

5 

 

 

Module Code: JO4002 

Module Title: Thinking about Journalism 1 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 4 

Prerequisites: None 

Suitability  

 Open to suitably qualified Study Abroad/International Exchange students 
enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 2 OR 3 

 Not open to Erasmus students, as level 4.  
 

Course Content: 

This module offers a critical introduction to the discipline of journalism in all its forms, 
with particular emphasis on news. At its heart is a question central to studying 
journalism: why do journalists approach their trade in the way(s) they do, and what are 
the values, norms and assumptions underpinning their professional practice? 

Topics covered include: 

 What are the rules, norms and conventions underpinning professional 
journalism/reporting?  

 What do we mean by 'news values', journalistic objectivity, and the public 
interest? 

 What is the difference between stories judged to be 'in the public interest' and 
those purely 'of interest to the public'? 

 What values underpin journalists' choice of sources, and what impact do these 
have on their intended and/or apparent objectivity? 

 Introduction to academic theories about the practice of journalists and news 
organisations - including framing, priming, agenda-setting, and active audience 
theory 

 The role of the informed/media-literate citizen in the construction of 
contemporary news narratives - and challenging the mainstream media 

 Examples of good and bad journalism practice in relation to news values, 
objectivity and the public interest 

 How to research, structure and reference academic essays, and how to approach 
exam revision 

AUTUMN SEMESTER:  

What is journalism? What is news?, constructing or manufacturing the news?, framing 
the new1: sources, media owners and agenda shaping, use of language to set an agenda, 
how to critique and evaluate academic texts, how to research an essay, how to write an 
essay, ‘public interest’ journalism.  

SPRING SEMESTER: journalists and their ‘audiences’ 

Journalist-reader power dynamics, audience reception and case for/against media 
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effects, news as entertainment, the future of news and its audiences: RIP Print? Towards 
new monopolies? 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 1,500 word portfolio of material (1000-word essay) and 500-word critique 

 1 hour exam 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: 1000-word essay 

 
STUDY OPTION 3: 1000-word essay (tbc) 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year      Return to top 
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
  

Module Code: JO4003 

Module Title: Digital Journalism 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 4 

Prerequisites: None 

Suitability  

 Open to suitably qualified Study Abroad/International Exchange students 
enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 2 OR 3 

 Not open to Erasmus students, as level 4.  
 

Course Content: 

This module introduces students to the background of the ‘online revolution’ and its 
implications for the role of the journalist and the future of the industry. Students will gain 
understanding of the impact of the internet including social media on reporting and 
writing and an introduction to multimedia reporting including video. 

Topics covered include: 

 Examining the history and background of the ‘online revolution’ and 
identifying key players and thinkers in the debate relating to the future of 
the industry  

 Critically examining how the internet has transformed the way in which 
journalists are expected to select,  write and present content  

 Understanding the impact of search engines on the way journalistic 
content is sourced, written and presented on the web  

 Creating a blog to develop skills in building an effective online journalism 
platform including web writing, creating and uploading multimedia and 
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building a community  

 Developing an understanding of visual storytelling through multimedia 
including video and exercises such as photoblogging, sourcing user’s 
images and aggregating multimedia content from around the web  

 Understanding the importance of driving ‘traffic’ to online content and 
exploring methods to achieve this  

 Using social media for journalism including live reporting  

 Critically appraising online sources and applying journalistic checks on 
information and sources  

 Developing an understanding of data journalism and and data 
visualisation  

 Adapting journalistic content to multiple platforms including mobile 
technology  

 Engaging with the concept of entrepreneurial journalism including 
building an online brand and making money from online content  

 Engaging and building online communities  

 Developing understanding of collaborative journalism and other uses of 
‘user-generated content’  

 Exploring ideas for the future of journalism and identifying innovative 
practice. 

AUTUMN SEMESTER: 

Gaining key skills in writing for the web, focusing on style, speed and accuracy and using 
social media, blogging software and other digital tools. Learning about debates in the 
industry surrounding digital journalism through contextual lectures covering subjects 
such as investigative journalism in the digital age and strategies employed by major 
newspaper websites to drive traffic. 

SPRING SEMESTER: 

The role of multimedia in digital journalism and learning practical skills in visual thinking 
story research, filming and editing. Contextual lectures on relevant case studies and 
debates about changing technology in multimedia reporting. 

Teaching:  
Lectures and workshops 

Assessment: 
STUDY OPTION 1:  

 A multimedia portfolio (100%) equivalent to 3000 words. 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: group project and live blog. 

 
STUDY OPTION 3: group project and live blog. 
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  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year   Return to top  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO4004 

Module Title: Journalism in the Wider World 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 4 

Prerequisites: None 

Suitability  

 Open to suitably qualified Study Abroad/International Exchange students 
enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 2 OR 3 

 Not open to Erasmus students, as level 4.  
 

Course Content: 

A key part of a journalist's role is to inform readers what is going on in the world. To do 
this well, journalists have to understand how the world works and why. This module aims 
to build on existing understanding to provide students with the necessary political, 
economic, historical social and cultural context to underpin their development as 
journalists.  

Areas for exploration and discussion will include Britain's role in the world; the UK's 
relationship with Europe, the US and the developing world; British institutions and their 
role and influence (including the monarchy, parliament, the judiciary, Whitehall, religious 
bodies, universities, local government, banks and finance houses) and the history and 
emergence of competing ideologies such as capitalism, socialism and liberalism.  

The module will explore emerging social and cultural trends and the way these are 
covered in the media. Underpinning the module will be the key questions of "Where 
does power lie?" "Who has control?" "Who is responsible?" "Who really runs things?" 

Autumn Semester: 

Britain's place in the world and its idea of itself. Britain in a post-Cold War world. The 

shift from nation-states to global alliances and new emerging superpowers  

The emergence of a parliamentary democracy and the role of a free press in the UK 
Centralisation of political power at Westminster. The Royal family: tourist attraction, 
soap opera, or power behind the scenes? The invisible power of Prince Charles. 

The history, organisation and role of the EU. Britain’s role and attitude to the EU.  

How the Church of England fits into the political framework.  

The widening gulf between rich and poor in income and opportunity. Generation Y and 
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the backlash against the baby-boomers 

The emergence of a multicultural society; the hot-button of immigration; claim and 
counterclaim in the media. The rise of Islamophobia and xenophobia, the rise of UKIP. 
The stance of the main political parties on immigration. 

The NHS, its history and its role. 

The schools and universities revolution. Academies: privatisation or liberation? The 
changing role of the universities and their importance in social, economic and cultural 
life. 

Spring Semester: 

The environmental debate played out in the media. Climate change and overseas aid: 
Britain’s global relationships. 

The history and role of the welfare state.  

Housing. Why there is a shortage of housing, why prices are so high and the history of 
public v private renting.  

London: The north/south divide and the impact of geographic inequality.  

How local councils work.  

The social contract and the “big society”. Models of capitalism and interventionism. 
Political decisions on limits on state power and ownership. 

The influence and importance of the City and financial services to the UK economy. The 
role of the banks and the Treasury and the Bank of England 

Britain’s retreat from a manufacturing economy and its reliance on financial services 

Judges and the courts. Independent judiciary and its relationship to parliament. The role 
of judges, the European Court of Justice, and the Human Rights Act. 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 MCQ short test 

 Take home exam 

 

STUDY OPTION 2:  

 portfolio of short answer timed tests (40%) 
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 Portfolio of take home exams (60%). 

 

STUDY OPTION 3:  

 portfolio of short answer timed tests (40%) 

 Portfolio of take home exams (60%). 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 KSJ 

 
Return to top 
 

LEVEL 5 (INTERMEDIATE) 
 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO5001 

Module Title: Practical Journalism 2 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of introductory level journalism study (JO4001 or equivalent). 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 OR 3 
 

Course Content: 

This module aims to build on the basic writing and journalism skills acquired in Practical 
Journalism 1 and to develop and hone those skills. 

Topics covered include: 

Autumn Semester: 

 How to spot the feature in the news story and research and develop it to 
its maximum potential  

 From business to sport - developing the skills and techniques of the 
successful specialist reporter  

 The secrets of the successful review  and how to write your own  

 From Facebook to Twitter – using social media in your features and news 
stories  

 Introduction to InDesign and page design principles  

 Developing InDesign skills  

 Editing your own and others’ copy  

 Making news judgements – rival news desks in the workshop 
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Spring Semester: 

 Blogging basics – the angle, the audience, the content, pulling in punters 
and getting connected  

 Writing interesting,  accurate and legally safe court reports  

 Common mistakes in news story development 

 News story development and writing 

Teaching:  
Weekly 1 hour lectures and 2 hour workshops 

Assessment: 
STUDY OPTION 1:  

 A portfolio of journalism that includes timed exercises produced in-class 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: Portfolio 

 
STUDY OPTION 3: Portfolio 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year      Return to top    
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO5002 

Module Title: Thinking about Journalism 2 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of introductory level journalism study 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 OR 3 
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Course Content: 

Autumn Semester: Journalism ethics 

Spring Semester: Media Law 

This module aims to set the processes and outputs of journalism within their legal and 
ethical contexts. Students will acquire a working knowledge of libel, contempt and 
privacy law and an understanding of the requirements of court reporting, but this will be 
underpinned by critical engagement with debates about such issues as the challenges of 
applying established laws to new media and the impact of commercial pressures on 
ethical responsibility in the newsroom. 

Students will have the opportunity to explore fundamental issues such as public interest, 
the freedom of the press and the extent to which press freedom needs to be balanced 
with individuals’ rights to privacy and fair treatment in the media.  

They will consider questions of motivation and consequence and relate the ideas of the 
major ethicists to ethical decisions and dilemmas in the modern newsroom. Other topics 
for discussion will include the future of press regulation following reports into the ethics 
and culture of the press and the future shape of laws of libel and contempt. 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 

Assessment: Class tests 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year      Return to top 
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO5003 

Module Title: Multi-media Journalism Project 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS)  

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of introductory level journalism study 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Option 1 

only 
 

Course Content: 

This is a practical immersive module which presents students with a journalistic and 
creative challenge and encourages self-directed learning to meet it.  

Working in groups, students must conduct a piece of ambitious in-depth reporting on a 
single issue and create a standalone product to present the story or produce a product 
for a community of interest. The product is up to the group and can be an interactive 
website, a web app, a documentary or a magazine, or a combination of these.  

Students are encouraged to push their knowledge and abilities and challenge themselves 
to learn new skills as appropriate to their project. 

Topics covered include: 
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 Originating, researching and developing project concepts  

 Training in the basics of the technical skills required to produce particular 
products  

 In depth demonstrations of similar projects so students can understand how they 
were built.  

 How do single platform stories work?  

 Core readers, mission statements and propositions.  

 Writing, filming, and producing stories  

 The market and writing for a niche audience  

 Production: mix, balance, formats, styles, layout and design.  

 Critical and reflective analysis of their own journalistic practice  

Teaching:  
Team work in seminars and workshops 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 A standalone, ambitious, high quality journalistic product (70% - including 10% 
for team work) 

 A 1,500 word reflective essay (30%) 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year       Return to top 
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 
 

Module Code: JO5005 

Module Title: Shorthand 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of introductory level journalism study 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 only. 
 

Course Content: 

A course in Teeline for aspiring journalists and anyone who needs to take and transcribe 
verbatim notes. The course aims to enable students to take verbatim shorthand notes 
at 100 wpm - which is regarded as the industry standard speed - and transcribe them 
accurately.  

This is a skills module and students must be prepared to work intensively if they are to 
acquire the skill successfully. This means committing to 100% attendance, as well as to 
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additional daily practice of teeline skills as part of the self-directed learning. 

Teaching:  
Lectures, workshops and exercises to be completed out of class 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 Two in-class written tests: 50wpm (30%); 70wpm (50%) The minimum 
requirement to pass the module in the final end-of-term class is 70wpm but 
students will work towards 80-100wpm. 

 Participation (20%) – participation is a module requirement assessed positively 
on the quality and consistency of contribution in class. This means that 
attendance is mandatory and three percentage points for each seminar missed 
will be deducted from the participation mark. Absence due to good cause will not 
be penalised, but students must observe the correct procedures for notifying of 
all absences. 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: written test  

 
STUDY OPTION 3: written test  

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year     Return to top 
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO5006 

Module Title: Magazine Journalism 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS)  

Level: 5 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of introductory level journalism study 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Option 1 

only. 
 

Course Content: 

The UK magazine industry has never been more exciting and challenging. Despite digital 
and economic changes modern magazines devoted to trends and interests endure.  

This module looks at how these contemporary publications are positioned and how they 
co-operate to weave together strands of information. In this module students learn 
about the contexts within which contemporary magazines operate. They look at the 
current state of the periodicals sector and reflect on trends and future developments by 
researching, originating and developing a magazine concept for a specified readership.  

Topics covered include: 

 The contemporary periodicals sector: context, changes and 
developments  
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 How do magazines work?  

 Magazine concept development: Â– core readers and propositions  

 Analysing magazine feature genres  

 Writing magazine features  

 The business of magazines: economic, technological and market forces  

 Niche markets and writing for the reader  

 Magazine production: mix, balance, formats, styles  

 Magazine layout and design   

 Writing effective editorials  

 Handling copy: the importance of pre-copy, copy and post-copy editing   

Teaching:  
Weekly 1 hour lectures and 2 hour workshops 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

Students will build up effective editorial, team-working skills and adapt these to the 
needs of differing audiences and objectives through the origination and production of 
their own magazine.  

They will apply journalistic skills to create a portfolio of articles and will utilise design and 
layout skills to produce a dummy magazine. 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

Return to top 
  

LEVEL 6 (ADVANCED) 
 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
  

Module Code: JO6001 

Module Title: Practical Journalism 3 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior study of journalism at intermediate level.  

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 2 OR 

3. 
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Course Content: 

The module incorporates involvement in the production of the campus newspaper, The 
River, and its web-based version, River Online.  

Each student will take on an editorial role on The River as well as contributing news and 
feature articles. Roles may vary, but will allow students to observe and participate in 
essential activities which contribute to producing real journalism. Teaching takes place in 
our dedicated newsroom, equipped with live news feeds, online content management 
system, and industry-standard software packages including Adobe InDesign and 
Photoshop. 

Core areas to be covered will include: 
  

 recognising news values and news hierarchies; 

 editorial management (rotas and production planning); 

 logistics (printing and distribution); 

 editorial freedom and its limitations; 

 use of design software and content management systems; 

 building communities and using social networks 

 search engine optimisation (SEO) 

Teaching:  

The module leader will act as editor-in-chief for the campus newspaper, website or 
magazine. She or he will appoint editorial and management teams (to serve in 4/5 week 
stints) and will provide guidance through weekly editorial meetings and workshops. 
Students will work with some supervision in the newsroom during their independent 
study time to produce the print and online publications. 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 2 or 3:  

The assessment is designed to test students' ability to:  

 reflect on their practical experience of journalism and operate within a 
multimedia environment;  

 to make links between theory and practice and apply the skills necessary for 
journalism in a real setting by building a portfolio of real journalistic work. 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year       Return to top 
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO6002 

Module Title: Thinking about Journalism 3 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 6 
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Prerequisites: Substantial prior study of journalism at intermediate level. 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 OR 3 
 

Course Content: 

This module completes a series in which students develop their critical understanding of 
the function of journalism, its place in society and its ethical, legal, technological and 
commercial framework.  

It builds on material on the nature, history and purpose of journalism covered in earlier 
modules to critically examine how the UK media has risen to the challenge of reflecting 
and representing the ever more socially and culturally diverse Britain of today – as well 
as its duty to accurately and impartially report on foreign affairs and conflicts. 

Students will examine the impact of social, technological and commercial changes on the 
practice and business of journalism. They will look at how blogging, Twitter, Facebook, 
online forums, collaborative investigative sites and other channels for citizen journalism 
are democratising media ‘output’ by enabling ‘audiences’ to contribute to and/or contest 
the narratives constructed by professional reporters and elites.  

Students will also learn about the changing economies of the journalism industry, as it is 
buffeted by commercial pressures including the decline of conventional advertising, the 
increasing plurality of media forms, changing audience demands and expectations, and 
the rise of news aggregating websites and cheap ‘content’ over costly original reporting.   

Other topics covered include: 

 The diversifying social and cultural framework of Britain  

 Delivering journalism in a diverse society  

 Technological issues and developments affecting journalism  

 Commercial pressures facing journalism  

 The democratisation of journalism and the rise of citizen and ‘DIY’ 
journalists  

 The changing commercial context of journalism  

 The future of journalistic practice in the multimedia age  

 The uses and abuses of professional PR, marketing, media management 
and spin  

 Reporting foreign news  

 The challenges of reporting conflict  

 The future of journalism in a globalised online world  

 Some key theoretical ideas underpinning journalistic practice and the 
analysis of media texts  

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars 



 

 

Journalism Modules for Visiting Students 2014/15 
 

 

18 

 

Assessment: TBC 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year      Return to top    
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO6005 

Module Title: Specialist Journalism: Arts and Entertainment 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior study of journalism at intermediate level. 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2  
 

Course Content: 

As well as exploding the myths surrounding showbiz reporting, this highly practical 
specialist module will encourage students to explore in depth and actively engage with at 
the wider arena of arts journalism. 

Topics covered include: 

 The rise of arts and entertainment journalism: origins of gossip and diary 
columns in the 19th and early 20th centuries; the Hollywood ‘star system’ 
and celebrity in the age of the Silver Screen; the emergence of reviewing 
and criticism of the arts, and the power of 'the critic'  

 That’s showbusiness: From classical to populist – variety, light 
entertainment, cinema, radio, television, pop music, and the 
popularisation of the arts  

 Leading lights in the arts and ents world: heads of galleries, theatres and 
performance venues, and the big agents and PR agencies  

 Sources of arts and entertainment stories and feature ideas: off-diary 
stories, diary events, PR big-hitters, and the rise of gossip, specialist 
and/or genre websites, e-zines and amateur blog sites, showbiz news 
aggregating sites, and events listings services  

 Different forms of arts journalism: news, features, gossip, blogs, profiles, 
obituaries, reviews, previews, listings etc  

 Famous for being famous: analysis of the modern-day ‘cult of celebrity’; 
gossip pages, women’s glossies, and celebrity magazines; reality TV and 
the ‘instant celebrity’; the rise of the celebrity autobiography - and ghost-
writer  

 Celebrity and the wider news environment: How ‘celebrity culture’ is 
infecting politics and other areas of the news media, and the rise of 
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‘infotainment’  

 The future of arts and ents journalism: Arts and entertainment reporting, 
reviews, and listings as digital ‘content’; blogs, podcasts, and arts on the 
web; the decline of the professional 'gatekeeper' reviewer  

 Students will try their hands at most or all of the following: interviews, 

profiles, obituaries, reviews, previews and listings. 

Teaching:  
Lectures and seminars/workshops 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 Varied portfolio of arts and/or showbiz articles 

 Extended individual project 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: 2,000 word portfolio. 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year      Return to top 
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO6006 

Module Title: Specialist Journalism: Business 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior study of journalism at intermediate level. 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2. 
 

Course Content: 

This highly practical module will allow students to explore in depth and actively engage 
with the world of business journalism. This course will encourage students to develop 
their researching, writing and reporting skills to allow them to write professional news, 
interviews and features for the specialist and national press. 

Topics covered include: 

 Write clear, accurate business stories for specialist titles, business-to-
business magazines and national newspapers  

 Select the significant information in balance sheets, statistical tables and 
reports to formulate pertinent and penetrating questions and produce 
hard-hitting investigative pieces  

 Explain important economic and financial trends and developments 
clearly, accurately and at appropriate levels for a range of general and 
specialist readerships  
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 Analyse trends within business news and demonstrate an ability to put 
news into a historical, political and economic context  

 Work within the Press Complaints Commission’s code of practice on 
dealing with contacts and investing in companies/shares in which the 
journalist has a personal interest  

 Demonstrate an ability to work independently and at length on an 
extended individual project involving significant primary research and the 
use of a variety of different processes and/or mediums  

Autumn Semester: 

 Where are we now? 

 Credit crunch 

 Correspondents present a picture of their part of the economy 

 Companies  

 Writing company results 

 How do we value things? 

 Spot the Dog 

 Covering a Budget 

Teaching:  
Lectures, seminars/workshops, and independent background reading 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 Varied portfolio of business articles 

 Extended individual project 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: Portfolio 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

Study Option 1 = Whole Year                                                                  Return to top  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO6007 

Module Title: Specialist Journalism: Sport 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior study of journalism at intermediate level. 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2  
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Course Content: 

This module offers an introduction to and broad experience of sports journalism. It is a 
practical course aimed at helping students to develop their writing and reporting skills to 
produce professional sports copy, including deadline-driven match reports, running copy, 
interviews, sports news stories, profiles, factboxes, comment, analysis and 
newspaper/multi-media sports packages. It also aims to help students understand the 
context and pressures under which sports journalism is produced in the modern media. 

Topics covered include: 

 Match reporting; practice in workshops on recorded events and live at 
sporting fixtures where possible  

 Running copy; practice in workshops and at live events where feasible.  

  Sports news and news values in sport; discussion and evaluation of what 
makes news in sport and why; changing news values in sports coverage; 
changing methods of sports newsgathering.  

 Sports previewing; techniques for one of sports journalism’s key features.  

 Sports pictures/visuals   

 Analysis, interviews and profiles  

  Reporting minor/non-mainstream sports  

 The relationship between sports journalism and general news/financial 
reporting and other forms of journalism  

 Devising, researching and constructing a cohesive body of work, using a 
range journalism techniques and/or platforms.  

Teaching:  
Tutorials, seminars and workshops 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 A live match report, a  sport feature(s) 

 Individual in-depth project 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: Sports feature (50%), Live Match Report (50%). 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year       Return to top 
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO6008 

Module Title: Special Study: The Truth-Seekers-Investigative Journalism from Pulitzer to Palast 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior study of journalism at intermediate level. 
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Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Study Abroad/International Exchange students 

enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 2 
 

Course Content: 

The Truth-Seekers module focuses on the nature and purpose of investigative journalism.  

It will seek to discriminate between the various types of investigative reporting – from 
the forensic document-trawling of Woodward and Bernstein, Seymour Hersch and Greg 
Palast to the undercover antics of Gunter Wallraff, Mazher Mahmood (the News of the 
World's ‘Fake Sheikh’) and Donal Macintyre; from the risky reportage of foreign 
correspondents working in the world’s warzones to the no less courageous 'crusading 
journalism' of John Pilger or the late Anna Politkovskaya. 

Topics covered include: 

 The origins, history and principles of investigative journalism and 'good 
and bad practice' from past and present  

 Ethical and legal debates in investigative journalism - 'public interest' vs 
'of interest to the public'; surveillance and secret recording in the post-
Leveson news environment; undercover reporting, subterfuge and when 
(if ever) to use them; handling confidential sources   

 Health and safety and risk assessment for investigative journalists and 
their sources   

 'Objective' investigations versus campaigning reporting and 'the 
journalism of attachment'  

 New trends in investigative journalism - crowd-sourcing, cross-border 
collaborative investigations, DIY citizen-led investigations, data 
journalism, and the role of NGOs  

 Application of media theory and research methods (e.g. framing, agenda-
setting, priming, textual and discourse analysis) to critical appreciation of 
investigative texts  

Teaching:  
2 hour seminars every other week 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 5,000- 6000 word Essay (50%) 

 2,500 practical project (50%) 

 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: Portfolio  

 
STUDY OPTION 3: Portfolio 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 
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Study Option 1 = Whole Year                                                                        Return to top 
 
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO6011 

Module Title: Special Study: Literary Journalism and War 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior study of journalism at intermediate level. 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 OR 3 
 

Course Content: 

In this course students will read closely five exceptional books of journalism dealing with 
war. In these books -- from George Orwell's account of the Spanish Civil War to Dexter 
Filkins's reporting on the American invasion of Iraq -- the writers are centre stage, 
exploring their own feelings and beliefs as they try to makes sense of the chaos of war.  

Through analysing the texts students will examine the historical, cultural and theretical 
contexts of the conflicts themselves and and also how journalism deals with describing 
war. And through close attention to the style of these writers students become familiar 
with literary journalism and be given an opportunity to develop their own narrative 
writing. 

Autumn Semester 2013:  

George Orwell, Homage to Catalonia 

Michael Herr, Dispatches 

Spring Semester 2014: 

Ryszard Kapuscinski, Another Day of Life 

Kevin Myers, Watching the Door 

Dexter Filkins, The Forever War 

 

Teaching:  
2 hour seminars every other week 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 6000 word Essay (70%) 

 Practical project (to be agreed with module leader) (30%) 

 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: Portfolio 
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STUDY OPTION 3: Portfolio 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 

 
Study Option 1 = Whole Year  
Study Option 2 = Autumn  
Study Option 3 = Spring/summer 
 

Module Code: JO6012 

Module Title: Special Study: International Journalism 

Credits: Full Year: 8 (US) 15 (ECTS) / Single Semester: 4 (US) 7.5 (ECTS)) 

Level: 6 

Prerequisites: Substantial prior study of journalism at intermediate level. 

Suitability  
 Open to suitably qualified Visiting Students enrolled at KU for Study Options 1 OR 

2 OR 3 
 

Course Content: 

The module aims to encourage students to analyse the content and production of foreign 
news and to critically assess the many factors that combine to create the foreign reports 
we currently consume. Students will study media ownership, so-called dominant world 
views and perceived unfairness in the current system related to what and who gets 
covered – and how.  

The changing face of foreign news will be critically assessed as the number of 
“traditional” foreign correspondents continues to fall and new forms of foreign news 
gathering evolve. Students will research the impact of economic, social and technological 
change on foreign news operations. Is the future of foreign news as bleak as some 
experts forecast or could the new emerging models outshine those they replace – and 
even be fairer?  

The issues may seem abstract but they will be explored through concrete foreign 
reporting from the most peaceful of news patches to war-ridden conflict zones. The 
countless ethical dilemmas that face individual foreign reporters and their foreign news 
desks will be examined along the way along with the practical challenges particular to 
foreign reporting e.g. the difficulties of providing context for complex stories from distant 
lands 

Topics covered include: 

 The Global News Agenda - what/who gets covered and who decides?  

 Media ownership and its impact on foreign news   

 The special challenges that face reporters in making foreign news 
accessible to the home audience  

 How technology is changing the face of foreign news  

 The rise of the blogger and citizen journalist - gift or threat to 
"professional" foreign reporting?  
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 The Al Jazeera phenomenon - a counter-hegemonic pioneer that 
addresses alleged unfairness in foreign news coverage?  

 Foreign media responsibility/culpability in Rwanda, Darfur and Congo  

 Suffering at a distance - different ethical standards in foreign news 
reporting?  

 The CNN Effect - the impact of 24-hour news on foreign policy making  

 War reporting - the factors that make it hard to report the "truth"  

 Resorting to the stereotype in foreign news  

Teaching:  
Fortnightly 2 hour seminars 

Assessment: 

STUDY OPTION 1:  

 6000 word research project 

 3000 word equivalent practical project 

 
STUDY OPTION 2: portfolio 

 
STUDY OPTION 3: portfolio 

  Last updated: 01/09/14 PJW 
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